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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

E lectricity and energy demands are on therrise,
driven by Al data centers and similar development projects,
as well as the increasing electrification of homes, vehicles,
and other facets of daily life. Electricity consumption

and demand are projected to keep rising over the next
decade, with an estimated 2-2.5% increase in demand
year over year, according to a recent Bank of America
Institute forecast. ICF predicts a cumulative 50% increase
in demand by 2050. The permitting process exists to
ensure streamlined and efficient energy systems are

built while accounting for residential concerns and proper
environmental stewardship. But the systemis broken. As
aresult of the surging demand, the cost of energy and
electricity will continue rising, exacerbating the pinch
Americans feel in their wallets. Permitting reform can

help clear the backlog of energy projects needed to meet
increasing energy demand.



https://institute.bankofamerica.com/content/dam/transformation/us-electrical-grid.pdf
https://www.icf.com/insights/energy/electricity-demand-expected-to-grow#:~:text=Our analysis shows that U.S.,2030 and 54%25 through 2050.
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This report contains an update to the 2023 “The Impact of Federal Permitting

Delays on a State’s Energy Supply Chain” report, which assessed the impacts of the

overburdensome federal permitting process on energy production and the economy
in at least 30 energy development projects. These projects span Arizona, Montana,
Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. The 2023 report found that every
project suffered from permitting delays, ranging from a year to as long as 16 years,
causing at least six projects to be canceled. These delays and cancellations directly
result in higher energy costs, the loss of thousands of jobs, and billions of dollars in
economic benefits. This report revisits the same energy projects to highlight any new
developments or updates from the initial report. Several of the projects demonstrate
significant advancements towards construction or completion, but the vast majority
remain stalled in the permitting process.

« Five of the 30 projects are complete and operational, seven are under construction,
and six have been canceled; two of the canceled projects, however, may be revived.

The remaining 12 are still stuck in the permitting process.

« Ofthe unfinished projects, 13 are energy transmission projects and 12 are energy
generating facilities that were either delayed or canceled. The remaining projects

include mining of rare earth elements and export-related energy developments.

« The permitting process is causing the delay, or outright loss, of at least 50,000 new
jobs and nearly $75 billion in estimated economic benefits. The canceled projects
alone account for the loss of at least $4.2 billion in economic benefits and at least

38,000 temporary and permanent jobs.

« Thelength of permitting delays varies across projects, with the longest being 17
years. This unfortunate honor belongs to the SunZia Southwest transmission
project in Arizona, which is currently under construction but faces litigation. Other

notable delays lasted as long as 15 years.

Fortunately, there are two current bills that could streamline the permitting process:
the SPEED Act and PERMIT Act.
The SPEED Act:

« Establishes consistent timelines under the National Environmental Policy Act to
ensure responsiveness and stops unnecessary NEPA reviews;

« Simplifies NEPA documents and lessens burdens on agencies;

« Clarifies the NEPA trigger by defining the requirements for a major federal action

and places reasonable judicial limitations on NEPA reviews.

The PERMIT Act:

« Requires the Environmental Protection Agency administrator to consider cost and
availability of water treatment technologies to meet quality standards;

« Authorizes the EPA administrator to issue general permits nationally;

« Clarifies exemptions to the definition of “navigable waters;”

« Requires the reduction of the backlog of Clean Water Act permit applications.
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West Virginia
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Rising Costs of Electricity and the Factors
Behind Energy Costs

Energy costs are on the rise. Electricity prices jumped 4% from 2023 to 2024, and
have increased 21% since 2020, according to data released by the Energy Information

Administration this past October.

The factors affecting energy utility prices can vary depending on region and the
structure of the local energy system. Generally, these factors are bucketed into several

categories:

e Energy Production Fuels: There are a variety of ways to generate energy, such
as coal, natural gas, wind, solar, or water, each with varying production costs.
Fluctuations in the cost of the fuel needed to produce energy, such as generating
electricity, will impact prices.

¢ Overall Energy Demand: The increasing electrification of everyday items and
related infrastructure — such as electric vehicles, charging stations, electric heat
pumps, and other appliances — is increasing demand. When a lot of people are using
energy at the same time — for example, during hot summer days — or when new large
loads link to the grid, such as data centers, the demand for energy goes up and so do
prices.

¢ Energy Transmission: There are costs involved in the transmission and delivery
of energy to homes. This includes maintaining key energy infrastructure, such as
pipelines, power lines, transformers, and other equipment. Repairing and replacing

obsolete and aging infrastructure due to continuous wear and tear impacts the

prices paid. These costs are expected to increase as wind and solar power grow in
the energy mix and are connected to existing energy transmission infrastructure.

+ Environmental Protections: Regulations and policies aimed at reducing pollution
and carbon emissions can affect energy prices. For example, power plants with
air emissions face additional costs, which are typically passed on to consumers.
Fees related to carbon emissions from power plants, such as those charged by the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, place fees on energy producers, which drive up
electricity prices for residents in participating states even more.

¢ Upgrading and Modernizing Energy Infrastructure: Investments in new
infrastructure — such as power plants, pipelines, transmission lines, or other
improvements — are typically financed by private industry or utilities. New
infrastructure has the potential to make the system more reliable and efficient,

thereby lowering prices.
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The Path to Energy Abundance Is Blocked by
Federal Permitting Delays

For the nation to meet the rising demand for power, it must adopt a policy of energy
abundance by incorporating all forms of reliable energy generation. It is imperative the
nation’s energy supply and delivery systems adapt and keep pace with surging demand
for energy to both power the economy and ensure consumers are not unfairly burdened.
Historically, fossil fuels have been the most consistent and reliable sources of energy,
but renewable energy sources should not be excluded from the grid. Unfortunately, the
combination of well-intentioned environmental protections and overlapping, redundant
administrative processes is resulting in endless permitting delays for both fossil fuel

and renewable generators, ultimately driving up prices for consumers.

Meanwhile, permitting delays are negatively impacting nearly every energy project,
leading to major delays and cancellations, which create additional costs that are also
passed on to consumers. A recent McKinsey analysis finds it takes four to five years on
average for an energy project to get through the permitting process. Similar projects,

such as pipelines or mining projects, can take even longer.

The permitting process ensures the building of streamlined and efficient energy
systems while accounting for residential concerns and proper environmental
stewardship. Currently, however, the process is resulting in too many delays,
cancellations, or ideologically driven litigation, making energy abundance a pipe
dream rather than a reality. Examples of the prevalent sources of delays in the
permitting process are broken down into several categories.

¢ Overlapping Permitting Approval Processes: All energy infrastructure projects
must obtain some degree of approval from a state or federal authority, or a
combination of both, depending on the type of project. For example, interstate
projects, such as natural gas pipelines or transmission cables, often require approval
from both the federal government and each state in which the project will be
constructed. The redundant permitting processes often result in delays, or in some
cases, outright cancellations.

o Litigation: While litigation is a key resource for individuals protecting against
harm to their property or well-being, the current permitting process allows for
the weaponization of litigation, creating a barrier for energy projects even after
regulatory approval. Roughly 70% of lawsuits under the National Environmental
Policy Act are brought by national advocacy groups, not individuals directly
impacted by energy developments. These lawsuits are exceptionally time-consuming
and cause significant delays, extending project timelines and causing uncertainties
for developers that increase costs. In many instances, litigation is so arduous that
developers are forced to cancel projects.

¢ Excessive and Complex Bureaucracy: Compliance with federal regulations often
requires additional resources, including time, personnel, extensive paperwork,
environmental assessments, impact studies, public hearings, or other consultations.
These compliance costs are significant, as the complexity of the regulatory
requirements also leads to millions of dollars in additional legal and consulting fees.
These costs are just as high in the public sector, as the time-consuming nature of the
processes detracts from energy producers’ ability to serve customers and protect
the public. Ultimately, the costs incurred are passed on to consumers.

¢ Uncertainty and Risk: Unclear or constantly changing regulations can make it
difficult for developers to plan and navigate the permitting process, resulting in
project delays and significant financial risks.

¢ Limited Innovation and Investment: Strict or overly burdensome regulations
can deter energy innovation and investment. Complex or outdated permitting

procedures and regulatory requirements for existing technologies discourage



https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-sector/our-insights/unlocking-us-federal-permitting-a-sustainable-growth-imperative
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smaller or innovative energy companies from pursuing projects, leading to a less
diverse and less competitive energy market. Since innovation historically has made
even so-called “dirty” energy sources cleaner, permitting delays can create barriers
to innovation.

* Environmental Protection and Public Safety: Federal regulations and permitting
processes are intended to promote environmental protection and public safety.
However, these precautionary measures can often become overly burdensome and
lead to significant delays, even when there are more effective and efficient ways of

addressing environmental concerns.

A Streamlined Permitting System Can Help
Lower Energy Costs

The demand for electricity in the United States has been rising steadily but will begin
increasing much more quickly if the government continues to push for electrification
instead of diversification. Policymakers’ push for a carbon-free economy, whether

it comes through mandates or incentives to buy electric stoves and heat pumps or
through advocating for electric vehicles over traditional combustion engine cars, only
increases the demand for energy production. The easiest solution to begin to alleviate
the strain of these rising energy costs is to increase the number of energy producers,

which can be facilitated by a streamlined permitting process for energy projects.

Enacting permitting reforms to make the process more predictable and consistent
can help reduce energy costs. Such predictability can reduce uncertainty, lower the
administrative and construction costs on the front end, allow for the development

of more energy production, and, ultimately, potentially lower the cost of energy for

residential consumers and businesses alike.

It’s in America’s best interest to address the permitting problem to facilitate innovation
and ensure there is enough energy to power the economy of the future. Currently, there
are numerous fossil fuel and renewable energy projects that are needlessly delayed or

canceled because of the overly burdensome permitting process.

The Cost of Burdensome Permitting:
Lost Opportunities to Achieve Energy Abundance

The cost of the permitting process is staggering, which is demonstrated through the
projects in this report. The affected states were deprived of approximately 50,000 jobs
and at least $75 billion in economic benefits, according to the projects’ forecasts. At a
time when both energy and economic investments are so critically needed, these delays
and cancellations are a clear detriment to the advancement of the economy and block
future technological developments, such as Al. Projects initially highlighted in the 2023
report now feature relevant updates in their development process and updated data

points where applicable.

Arizona
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Arizona is home to five energy projects that faced, or currently face, delays stemming
from the burdensome permitting process. Fortunately, at least one of these projects,
the Ten West Link transmission line, has been completed since the publication of the
original report in 2023. The investments highlighted, based on available data, were
forecasted to create at least 5,900 jobs and an estimated $65 billion in economic
benefits for the state. Unfortunately, this much-needed economic activity, along with
the additional energy production, is not yet available because the projects are mired

in an overly complex and overly litigious permitting process. For example, the SunZia
Southwest transmission project is facing lawsuits seeking to cancel the project, arguing
that agency approvals granted by the Biden administration were completed improperly.
If the process is not reformed, Arizona will be hard-pressed to meet its rising demand

for energy.
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/'/ ; Parker Solar
Started: 2022

Status: Remains in Permitting Process

The Parker Solar Project is a proposed 250 megawatt solar and storage project, located
on approximately 1,530 acres of land managed by the Bureau of Land Management in La
Paz County. Once completed, the project is expected to provide power to approximately
300,000 homes when at peak operating capacity. The latest updates on the project
indicate it is awaiting a review from the BLM, but it appears to be progressing, as the

agency temporarily set aside the land needed for the project in late 2024.

Resolution Copper Mine
N N Started: 2015
b : = Status: Remains in Permitting Process
S : Resolution Copper is a proposed underground mine in the Copper triangle (60 miles

east of Phoenix) that is expected to become the largest copper mine in North America.

5 B i ; By Once operational, the mine would be capable of producing up to 25% of U.S. copper

demand each year and be expected to produce as much as 40 billion pounds of
o e - ,-,—— copper over 40 years. The project will generate approximately 1,500 jobs and create

_ : Y e B B : ; AN an estimated $61 billion in economic benefits for the state over its 60-year lifespan.

Additionally, Resolution Copper claims the project may create around 2,200 indirect

jobs due to the economic investment going on to the mining development.
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S, Register in June 2025, clearing a major permitting hurdle. However, the project remains

mired in litigation. A federal appeals court issued an emergency injunction blocking

] b

the land transfer for the project after Native American tribes sued to kill it; the U.S.
Supreme Court declined to hear the case, and it remains unclear when the litigation will

conclude.

Ten West Link
= M Wb 2 ; Started: 2016
it = e - : ; Status: Completed
The Ten West Link transmission line project is a 125-mile electricity transmission
. Lo ; line that connects existing substations near Tonopah, Arizona, and Blythe, California,
e J . improving efficiency in electricity delivery in both states. The $280 million project,
: sponsored by DCR Transmission, LLC, was anticipated to create up to 365 temporary
h e S ‘r:-l‘r;:'""' A : - S bl jobs and several permanent jobs; the actual job creation numbers are unavailable.
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https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/docs/2022-01/CRD Solar Fact Sheet final _1.docx
https://www.blm.gov/announcement/blm-temporarily-sets-aside-lands-while-considering-three-proposed-solar-energy
https://resolutioncopper.com/economic-impact-2/
https://www.miningweekly.com/article/resolution-project-advances-as-usfs-republishes-enviro-report-2025-06-19
https://azmirror.com/2025/08/21/court-stops-oak-flat-transfer-to-resolution-copper-in-emergency-order/
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The project started its permitting process in 2016, first submitting the necessary
documents with the California Public Utilities Commission, which did not issue its
approval for the project until five years later in 2021. On the federal side, the BLM began
its analysis of the project under NEPA in 2019 and issued its final approval of the project
in 2022. The project broke ground in 2023 and became operational in June 2024.

West Camp Wind Farm

Started: 2022

Status: Under Construction

The West Camp Wind Farm is a proposed 500-megawatt wind energy project in Navajo
County that would utilize over 100 wind turbines. The proposed project would be

built on 53,000 acres of remote, mostly private land and would connect to Arizona’s
electrical grid at the Cholla Power Plant. The project is estimated to create at least

500 construction jobs and close to 18 full-time jobs while providing approximately

$20 million in economic benefits to the state. Since the last update, the project has
experienced at least a year or two of additional delays due to the complexities of the
permitting process. According to developers, though, the project should be operational

within the next year.

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Started: 2009

Status: Litigation

The SunZia Southwest transmission project would transport up to 3,500 megawatts
of renewable energy from New Mexico to Arizona and California across two 520-mile
transmission lines between central New Mexico and central Arizona. The $8 billion

transmission project is expected to generate over $20 billion in total economic benefit

across the three states, deliver energy to 3 million Americans, create over 2,000
jobs during its construction, and employ over 100 workers once operational. The

transmission lines would cross state, federal, and private land.

Construction of the transmission lines has been delayed following the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals reversing a lower court’s ruling and sending the case back down for
reconsideration in 2025. Local Native American tribes are suing the U.S. Department
of the Interior, arguing that then Secretary Deb Haaland failed to consult with the
tribes over the designations of land included in the SunZia project. The project began
its permitting application process in 2009. After 16 years of delays, the project is now
almost certainly facing further delays due to the ongoing suit. Prior to the suit, the

project was slated for completion in 2026.

Montana

Average Monthly Bill Average Retail Price
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Montana is home to five energy projects that face, or faced, delays stemming from
the burdensome permitting process. None of the projects highlighted in the 2023
report are operational, but the Rosebud Mine expansion project finally received approval
via several Trump administration orders. The developments highlighted, based on
available data, were projected to create at least 1,100 jobs and an estimated $6 billion in

economic benefits for the state.

The current permitting process, along with politically driven permit revocation,
hampered the state’s opportunities to reduce energy costs for consumers and power the
economy forward. The failure to approve and develop these projects is akin to leaving
money on the table, worsening the economic outlook for residents and businesses who

want the opportunity to succeed and achieve the American Dream.

Rosebud Mine Expansion

Started: 2019

Status: Completed Permitting Process

The Rosebud coal mine expansion project is a proposed expansion of Rosebud’s existing
coal mine that would mine over 2,100 acres of coal across a nearly 6,800-acre permit area.
The coal from the expansion would be used to power the nearby Colstrip and Rosebud
power plants, which are projected to generate more than 1,500 megawatts of electricity,
with annual royalties paid to the federal government of over $9 million. Additionally, the

project is expected to generate approximately 300 jobs.

The expansion project was initially approved in 2019 by the federal Office of Surface
Mining but faced litigation from groups that claimed the government failed to

sufficiently analyze the project’s emissions and water impacts. In October 2022, a
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https://www.lotusinfrastructure.com/news/ten-west-link-transmission-line-becomes-operational-expanding-the-grid-between-california-and-the-desert-southwest/
https://patternenergy.com/projects/sunzia/
https://apnews.com/article/sunzia-wind-energy-native-american-sacred-sites-6cbb024b7c7e412b28b06dcf058f463e
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federal judge ordered the Department of the Interior to conduct a more extensive
analysis and complete an Environmental Impact Statement under the federal National
Environmental Policy Act. In August 2025, after six years of permitting delays, the DOI
finally approved the mine’s expansion.

Millennium Bulk Terminal Project

Started: 2012

Status: Canceled

The Millennium Bulk Terminals project was a proposed $680 million coal export facility
located in Washington state that would have connected Montana’s coal production

to new markets abroad. The project was designed to export 5 million metric tons of
coal per year. The project filed for its initial permit applications in February 2012, with
the hope of beginning construction in late 2013 and commencing operations by 2015.
The developers worked with state permitting agencies to prepare a comprehensive
Environmental Impact Statement. The Washington Department of Natural Resources
denied the project’s aquatic lands lease application, and the state’s Department of

Ecology denied a key water permit under the federal Clean Water Act.

As aresult, the project filed several lawsuits against these state agencies. In 2021,

the U.S. Supreme Court declined to hear a lawsuit filed by the State of Montana itself,
deferring to Washington state’s administrative appeals system. The State of Montana’s
lawsuit alleged Washington state denied the Clean Water Act permit on invalid grounds
— focused on climate policy rather than water quality — and claimed this bad-faith
impoundment of Montana’s coal from markets abroad violated provisions of the U.S.
Constitution designed to prevent coastal states from controlling interior states’ ability
to engage in commerce. The project was officially canceled soon after the Supreme

Court’s decision.

16



https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2022/10/federal-judge-rules-massive-montana-coal-mine-expansion-illegal#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe court found that OSM,stressed water resources deserve better.%E2%80%9D
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-approves-coal-mine-expansion-montana-supporting-american-energy
https://www.sierraclub.org/environmental-law/proposed-millennium-bulk-terminals-project-dismissed-supreme-court#:~:text=Case Updates-,Proposed Millennium Bulk Terminals Project Dismissed by Supreme Court,away from coal%2Dfired power.
https://www.columbian.com/news/2018/jan/03/coal-company-sues-state-over-millennium-coal-export-terminal/#:~:text=Millennium currently has one dock,can actually get the sublease.
https://tdn.com/news/local/business/u-s-supreme-court-chooses-not-to-hear-millennium-bulk-terminals-case/article_f8f8909a-fcac-5f4a-ae19-32f69028e96a.html
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Keystone XL Pipeline

Started: 2015

Status: Canceled

The now infamous Keystone XL project was an $8 billion project and would have been
the fourth phase of the Keystone pipeline system. The Keystone XL Pipeline would have
connected existing pipeline terminals in Hardisty, Alberta, Canada, and Steele City,
Nebraska, via a shorter route with a larger-diameter pipe. It would have run through
Baker, Montana, where American-produced light crude oil from the Williston Basin of
Montana and North Dakota would have been added to the Keystone’s throughput of
synthetic crude oil from Canada. The pipeline was projected to create at least 21,050
direct and indirect jobs, but the projections during the construction phase varied,
going as high as nearly 60,000 temporary jobs. The pipeline would have also created 50

permanent jobs.

President Obama tried to kill the pipeline in 2015 by withholding a presidential

permit for the cross-border segment, which President Trump granted in his first
administration. President Biden then revoked the permit at the beginning of his
administration, forcing TC Energy to cut their losses and cancel the pipeline. However,

President Trump and Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney are reportedly discussing

reviving the pipeline amid increasing energy costs in the United States and Canada.

North Plains Connector Project

Started: 2013

Status: Remains in Permitting Process

The North Plains Connector project is a proposed $3.2 billion electricity transmission
project. As planned, the project consists of a 420-mile, high-voltage direct-current
transmission line that would connect central North Dakota to Colstrip, Montana. Once
completed, it would connect the two states’ electricity grids, reduce congestion in those
grids, and more than double the amount of electricity that could be transferred between
the Western and Eastern grids. The project is estimated to generate approximately 800

jobs during its construction.

Currently, the project is hoping to secure the necessary permitting approvals by 2026,
begin construction in 2028, and begin operations by 2032; the completion date was

pushed back three years due to delays in the permitting process.

Gordon Butte Pumped Storage Hydro Project

Started: 2013

Status: Remains in Permitting Process

The Gordon Butte Pumped Storage Hydro Project is a planned $1 billion closed-loop
pumped storage hydroelectricity facility located in Meagher County. The facility would
consist of multiple reservoirs that harness gravity to store energy and increase grid
reliability. Water would be pumped to the higher of the two reservoirs when electricity is
abundant and then released into the lower reservoir to generate electricity during times

of shortage.

The project received its initial permit from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
in 2013 and submitted a Final License Application in 2015, which FERC issued in
December 2016. The developers originally intended for the project to begin construction
in 2020 but filed for an extension from FERC to delay, citing that regulators’ “relative
inexperience” with pumped storage resources was making it more difficult for
developers to “navigate the regulatory environment.” FERC granted extensions in
August 2022 and June 2025, further muddying the timeline for completion of the

project.
Nevada
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Nevada is home to seven energy projects that have the opportunity to help

lower the cost of energy, but are facing, or faced, delays due to the burdensome
permitting process; fortunately, two of the projects, the Gemini Solar farm and the
Yellow Pine Solar farm, have been completed since the publishing of the original report
in 2023. The investments/developments highlighted, based on available data, were
projected to create at least 11,000 jobs and an estimated $2 billion in economic benefits
for the state.
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/Keystone XL Extension Permit Revocation - Energy Costs and Job Impacts_0.pdf
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/resurrection-of-the-keystone-xl-pipeline/
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/resurrection-of-the-keystone-xl-pipeline/
https://northplainsconnector.com/#:~:text=Benefits,%2C professional services%2C and hospitality.
https://northplainsconnector.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Grid-United-NPC-Newsletter-9.23.24-PAGES.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5db05bc88552dd5ab112f3ce/t/5dea85d253ac1c48c135e492/1575650781021/20191201_GBEP_BriefingDoc_UpdatedDate.pdf
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/docketsheet?docket_number=p-13642
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The current permitting process, with its low bar for litigation and overly complex
administrative processes, is costing the state jobs, revenue, and affordable energy
during a time when energy is so desperately needed. The failure to approve and develop
these projects due to unnecessary and costly delay worsens the economic outlook

for residents and businesses who want the opportunity to succeed and achieve the

American dream.

Gemini Solar

Started: 2017

Status: Completed

The Gemini Solar project is an operational 690 MW solar power plant and 380 MW
battery storage facility located on approximately 7,100 acres of federal land. It is one
of the largest solar installations in the United States, costing at least $1.2 billion, and it
generates enough energy to power up to 260,000 homes during peak periods. Prior to
completion, the project was predicted to create approximately 500 to 700 jobs during
its construction and add up to $713 million in economic development value to the state

of Nevada; actual job and economic data are not available.

The project originally filed its state permitting applications in 2017 and filed its federal
Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement with BLM in July 2018.
The project faced at least seven years of administrative delays, many of which were
caused by BLM missing their own deadlines. The project was finally granted federal

approval in 2020.

Thacker Pass Lithium Mine

Started: 2017

Status: Under Construction/Facing Litigation

Thacker Pass lithium mine is a lithium clay mining development project located in
Humboldt County, Nevada, on 5,700 acres of federal land. The Thacker Pass lithium
mine contains 3.7 million tons of lithium, which is the largest known lithium source in
the United States. The mine would produce 66,000 tons of lithium per year for up to 40
years. Lithium Americas, the project owner, forecasts that the mine’s construction may
create up to 1,800 construction jobs and an additional 360 permanent jobs following

completion.

Unfortunately, the project is beset by delays and mired in litigation that seeks to halt
construction. The project initially sought permitting approval in 2017, which BLM

granted in 2021. Environmental groups subsequently filed suit against BLM, claiming

the agency rushed the environmental review process; local ranchers and Native
American tribes also filed suit, claiming their water sources would be polluted by

the construction. The lawsuits were recently settled in 2025, but the second Trump
administration withheld a critical federal loan until Lithium Americas conceded a 5%

stake in the project, creating further delays for the critical energy project.

Rough Hat Solar Farm

Started: 2022

Status: Beginning Construction

Rough Hat Solar Farm is a proposed 400 MW solar power plant and 200 MW

battery storage facility to be located in Pahrump, Nye County, and Clark County,

on approximately 2,400 acres of federal land managed by the BLM. The project is
estimated to create approximately 534 construction jobs and up to 10 permanent jobs
upon completion, generating an approximate $100 million in economic benefits for the

state and region.

BLM completed the variance process for the project’s right-of-way application in June
2022 and was expected to issue the final EIS and Record of Decision by November
2022. However, the agency didn’t initiate the EIS review process until October 2022.
The developers finally received the necessary permits to begin construction in January
2025. After three years of delays at the hands of agency regulators, the project began

construction in 2025 and is predicted to become operational in 2027.

Sawtooth Energy Center Project

Started: 2021

Status: In Permitting Process

Sawtooth Energy Center Project is a proposed 1,000-megawatt solar facility in Nye
County on approximately 10,000 acres of federal land managed by the BLM. Due to the
project’s remote location, the proposal includes an approximately 17-mile transmission
tie-in line that would extend from the on-site substation to either the Beatty substation

or the Greenlink West Transmission Line (more on this separate project below).

The project submitted an application to BLM for the right-of-way to construct the solar
facility in April 2021. The project initially aimed to complete construction and become

operational by December 2025; it is unclear if this timeline will be met.
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https://www.powermag.com/historic-gemini-solar-plus-storage-project-now-fully-operational/
https://renewablesnow.com/news/blm-again-delays-ruling-on-690-mw-solar-project-in-nevada-report-693564/
https://ndep.nv.gov/land/thacker-pass-project#:~:text=The Thacker Pass Lithium Mine,extinct supervolcano %E2%80%94 the McDermitt Caldera.
https://lithiumamericas.com/news/news-details/2024/Lithium-Americas-Closes-2.26-Billion-U.S.-DOE-ATVM-Loan/default.aspx#:~:text=Thacker Pass Phase 1 is,its 40%2Dyear mine life.
https://eplanning.blm.gov/public_projects/2019992/200523600/20103643/251003643/2024-01-30_RHC Poster Board Presentation_from applicant_508.pdf#:~:text=* ~534 prevailing wage construction jobs. *,10 permanent jobs. * Support from IBEW.
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/local-nevada/despite-tortoise-concern-permits-awarded-to-solar-project-near-pahrump-3266167/
https://www.power-eng.com/renewables/solar-energy/5-mega-solar-projects-starting-construction-in-2023/
https://www.8newsnow.com/news/local-news/nevadas-5-biggest-solar-proposals-and-the-power-line-that-will-connect-them/
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Greenlink Transmission Project

Started: 2022

Status: Under Construction

The Greenlink Transmission Project is a proposed large-scale transmission and
substation development, commonly dubbed as a “renewable energy highway,” that will
connect Nevada’s citizens to more renewable energy generation and diversify Nevada’s
renewable energy portfolio. The project comprises Greenlink West, a proposed 300-
mile transmission line from Las Vegas to Yerington, and Greenlink North, a proposed
transmission line that will span 235 miles from Ely to Yerington. Greenlink Nevada
would create close to 4,000 total jobs and generate $690 million in economic activity,

while supporting many of Nevada’s underserved and hard-to-reach communities.

The BLM issued a Notice of Intent for the Greenlink West Project in May 2022 and a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement a year later. That same day, a Notice of Intent
was published for Greenlink North, beginning the environmental review process for that
portion of the project. Commercial operation targets were delayed for at least one year,
as Greenlink West is now scheduled to be in service in May 2027, and Greenlink North is

scheduled to be in service in December 2028.

TransWest Express Transmission Project

Started: 2007

Status: Under Construction

The TransWest Express Transmission Project is a proposed 732-mile transmission
project designed to deliver 3,000 MW of electric energy from Wyoming to California,
Nevada, and Arizona. In Nevada, the project is estimated to cost $365 million to develop
and will generate approximately $123 million in state property taxes, not to mention
increased energy allocation, over the course of 50 years. TransWest predicts at least
1,000 total construction jobs will be created across the four states impacted by the

development.

TransWest is a clear example of the obvious failures of the current permitting process,
taking more than 16 years from its initial filing to begin construction. National Grid,

the original project developer, filed a preliminary right-of-way application and a Plan

of Development with the BLM in 2007; TransWest acquired the project from National
Grid shortly thereafter. It took more than nine years for the BLM to reach a decision and
another seven years until the BLM issued a Notice to Proceed in 2023. The project faced

additional delays and is projected to be completed and operational by 2029.
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https://www.nvenergy.com/cleanenergy/greenlink-nevada
https://ibew1245.com/2025/07/01/the-greenlink-project-building-the-future-of-clean-energy-in-nevada/#:~:text=A project of NV Energy,renewable energy across the state.
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/05/02/2022-09373/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-impact-statement-and-potential-resource-management-plan
https://nevadacurrent.com/2024/06/20/nv-energy-seeks-to-prematurely-recover-costs-of-4-2-billion-transmission-line/#:~:text=NV Energy seeks to,Greenlink comes on line. %3C/
https://www.transwestexpress.net/about/benefits.shtml
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/transwest-express-transmission-permitting-reform-brophy/650342/#:~:text=for rural communities.-,Why did approval take 15 years%3F,process for major infrastructure projects.&text=This audio is auto%2Dgenerated.
https://www.transwestexpress.net/about/timeline.shtml
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Yellow Pine Solar

Started: 2011

Status: Completed

Yellow Pine Solar is a completed 500-megawatt solar project in Clark County located
on approximately 3,000 acres of federal land outside Las Vegas. The solar facility is
expected to provide enough electricity to power approximately 100,000 homes during
peak times. It was a $400 million project that was estimated to create up to 300 jobs
during its construction and generate an estimated $297 million in economic benefits to

the local economy.

The project filed for a right-of-way grant with the BLM under its original name, “Sandy
Valley Solar,” in 2011. After five years of delays, the new owners of the project, Yellow
Pine, submitted an amended application to BLM under its new name in June 2016. The
project faced permitting delays during the right-of-way application and Environmental
Impact Statement process due to public comments, litigation, and additional studies,
but it was finally issued a Record of Decision by BLM in November 2020. Construction
commenced shortly thereafter, and the solar project became operational in 2024..
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Ohio had three key energy projects that would most likely be operational if not for
the overburdensome permitting process. The Sweden Valley pipeline was canceled
due to neverending delays, the Ohio Valley Connector Expansion was completed, and
the Trumbull Energy Center is progressing and should be operational in 2026. Based
on available data, these projects were forecasted to create at least 700 jobs and an
estimated $1.5 billion in economic benefits for the state. The failure to get all three
projects operational cost the state jobs, revenue, and affordable energy in a time when

energy is so desperately needed. The failure to develop these projects in a reasonable

timeframe makes it harder to power the future and deliver affordable energy

toresidents.

Ohio Valley Connector Expansion Project

Started: 2022

Status: Completed

The Ohio Valley Connector Expansion Project is a natural gas pipeline that provides
350,000 dekatherms per day (Dth/day) according to project specifications. The project
is a $161 million effort with facilities in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. In Ohio,
specifically, the project added a compressor unit at the Plasma Compressor Station in

Monroe County and some related pipelines in the region.

The developers filed an application with FERC in January 2022, with plans to
begin construction in 2023. Unfortunately, yet unsurprisingly, FERC issued a Final

Environmental Impact Statement in January 2023, but delayed formal approval of the

project until June 2023, and did not grant a notice to proceed until July 2023.
The delays pushed the operation’s start date into 2025, delaying the flow of necessary
fuel to the state.

Sweden Valley

Started: 2018

Status: Canceled

The Sweden Valley Project was a proposed $4-8 million natural gas pipeline project from
Dominion Energy, which included modifications at an existing compressor station, new
metering and regulation facilities, and an additional 4.9 miles of pipeline that connected
to Dominion Energy’s existing natural gas transmission system. The project would

have sent 120 million cubic feet of natural gas per day into the Tennessee Gas pipeline,
enough to heat about 110,000 households. The project was expected to create 225 total

jobs during construction, with approximately 125 jobs in Ohio.

Dominion canceled the project in 2019, citing FERC’s refusal to vote on approval
following the agency’s completion of the environmental review as the key reason. Prior
to the cancellation, Dominion filed several formal requests for a vote on the project but
was ultimately rebuffed by the agency. FERC approved other similar pipeline projects,

making this instance exceedingly odd.
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https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/81665/510
https://www.permits.performance.gov/permitting-project/fast-41-covered-projects/yellow-pine-solar
https://sanjosecleanenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Yellow-Pine-Solar-II-LLC-BESS-COD-Notice.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20230610014829/https:/www.ovcx.info/
https://oilandgaswatch.org/pipeline/5309
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-01-31/pdf/2023-01931.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-01-31/pdf/2023-01931.pdf
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/docinfo?accession_number=20250407-5026
https://marcellusdrilling.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/sweden-valley-project-brochure.pdf
https://naturalgasintel.com/news/dominion-cancels-sweden-valley-pipeline-for-appalachia-gas-takeaway-citing-ferc-inaction/
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Trumbull Energy Center

Started: 2017

Status: Under Construction

The Trumbull Energy Center is a proposed $1.2 billion 950 MW natural gas-fired power
plant located in Trumbull County. The project is estimated to create more than 500
temporary jobs during construction and $14.9 million in additional state and local

tax revenues. The project is expected to become operational in 2026 and employ 22

workers.

The developers filed an application with the Ohio Power Siting Board in February 2017
and originally intended to begin service in 2020 but faced delays in property acquisition
followed by the Covid pandemic. The project broke ground in 2023 and successfully
connected to the grid in 2024, achieving a key milestone. The plant remains on track to

become operational in 2026.
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Pennsylvania has six key energy projects that would most likely be operational
if not for the overburdensome permitting process. Unfortunately, three of those
projects were canceled directly due to delays stemming from the permitting process.
The other three are still mired in a bureaucratic quagmire but appear to be emerging
from the process; however, it will still take time to construct these energy projects —

time that residents can ill afford.

Based on available data, these developments/investments were projected to create at
least 18,000 jobs and an estimated $2.6 billion in economic benefits for the state. The
failure to get all these projects operational cost the state jobs, revenue, and affordable
energy in a time when energy is so desperately needed. The failure to develop these
projects in a reasonable timeframe makes it harder to power the future and deliver

affordable energy to residents.
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http://www.trumbullenergycenter.com/#none
https://www.tribtoday.com/news/local-news/2023/04/work-underway-at-1-2b-trumbull-energy-center-as-private-ceremony-takes-place/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/trumbull-energy-center_major-milestone-tec-trumbull-energy-center-activity-7274894298649694208-Sr_3#:~:text=%F0%9F%91%8D%F0%9F%8E%89%F0%9F%8E%82 Achievement on,shared objective of Substantial Completion.&text=It was an honor to,heavy lifts for this project.&text=Congratulations on the achievement of this major milestone!&text=Hummmmm .,Congratulations.
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PennEast Pipeline

Started: 2015

Status: Canceled

PennEast Pipeline was a proposed 114-mile natural gas pipeline connecting Luzerne
County, Pennsylvania, and Mercer County, New Jersey. The project was a $1.2 billion
dollar project reviewed by the FERC. PennEast was projected to create 12,000 jobs

and brought in approximately $17.5 million in tax revenue. It also would have delivered
alow-cost, reliable supply of natural gas for electricity generation and home heating

to southeastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and surrounding states. The project had
signed contracts to provide natural gas to 12 total shippers, which together would have
combined for a commitment of 1 million Dth/day of firm capacity. This translates to 20%
of Pennsylvania’s natural gas consumption in 2021, the year the project was canceled

after six years of permitting delays.

The project was formally filed at FERC in 2015 with a targeted completion date of
November 2017. After producing a 1,500-page environmental review, FERC approved
the pipeline and issued a permit in 2018. However, the project became entangled in a
court battle with the state of New Jersey over the authority to condemn land (forced
land transfers in the interest of American infrastructure). After three years of litigation,
the case was decided by the U.S. Supreme Court. The project won and was allowed to
move forward — but only temporarily. Within months, the New Jersey Department

of Environmental Quality filed another lawsuit, this time under the Clean Water Act.
Ultimately, after six years of litigation, PennEast abandoned the project because New

Jersey refused to grant the necessary permits to build on the pipeline route.

Renovo Power Plant

Started: 2021

Status: Remains Canceled

Renovo Power Plant was a proposed 1,240 MW electricity generating plant to be built
on a former railroad yard in the small town of Renovo in rural Clinton County. The
power plant was an estimated $800 million project, a significant economic boost
that forecasted the creation of at least 700 construction jobs and an additional

30 permanent jobs, and would have generated significant tax revenue for the local

community.

This project never came to fruition, as it was bogged down in the incessant permitting
process. The developers filed for the necessary permits in 2019 and were granted

them in 2021. However, environmental groups filed suit, seeking a revocation of

the project’s Clean Air Act permit. The ongoing litigation resulted in two years of
additional and costly delays, forcing the developer to abandon the project. Ironically,
the local community wanted and supported the project. Renovo’s mayor advocated for
the power plant even after it was abandoned. This instance is a clear example of the
disconnect between what local residents want for their communities and weaponized

environmental advocacy.

Northern Access 2016 Project

Started: 2015

Status: Canceled

The Northern Access 2016 Project was a proposed $4.35 million, 96-mile pipeline from
Sergeant Township, Pennsylvania, to Elma, New York, which would have delivered

at least 350,000 Dth/day of natural gas — nearly 10% of New York state’s natural

gas consumption in 2021. The project was forecasted to create approximately 1,680
jobs across New York and Pennsylvania, with roughly 420 construction jobs located

in Pennsylvania. The project was also predicted to generate roughly $195 million in

economic benefits in Pennsylvania.

National Fuel, the project developer, filed its permit applications with FERC in 2015,
and gained approval in 2017. Unfortunately, the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation denied the project the necessary state permits, creating a
disagreement between federal and state regulators that led to litigation. FERC waived
the state’s decision-making authority, launching the legal fight. After eight years in
regulatory limbo, National Fuel cut its losses and canceled the project, to New Yorkers’

detriment.

Northeast Supply Enhancement Project

Started: 2018

Status: In Permitting Process

The Northeast Supply Enhancement project is designed to expand the capacity of the
Transcontinental Gas Pipeline (Transco), delivering an additional 400,000 Dth/day of
natural gas from a Transco compressor station in York County, Pennsylvania, to New
York City — enough to power the daily needs of nearly 2.3 million homes. The project
includes 10 miles of pipeline looping facilities, 3.5 miles of onshore looping facilities, 23
miles of offshore looping facilities, the addition of more than 21,000 horsepower at an

existing compressor station, and a new 32,000 horsepower compressor station.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20160603170534/http:/penneastpipeline.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/overview-160506.pdf
https://www.ferc.gov/draft-environmental-impact-statement-penneast-pipeline-project
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ferc-approves-penneast-pipeline-in-4-1-vote-glick-dissents/515253/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-jersey/story/2021/09/27/penneast-calls-it-quits-after-a-years-long-fight-to-build-a-gas-pipeline-1391442
https://www.constructiondive.com/news/bechtel-bins-1b-power-plant-permitting/648177/
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/68968#:~:text=Once construction begins%2C developers have,flow to the PJM grid.
https://cleanair.org/summary-judgment-of-renovo/
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/04/bechtel-pulls-out-of-renovo-power-plant-project-ending-speculation-and-hopes-for-revitalization/
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/04/decision-to-discontinue-plans-for-1b-gas-fired-power-plant-killed-us-mayor-of-pa-town-says.html
https://www.nationalfuel.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NA-Project-Update-January-2017.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/04/20/2016-09091/national-fuel-gas-supply-corporation-empire-pipeline-inc-notice-of-schedule-for-environmental-review
https://investor.nationalfuelgas.com/news-and-events/press-releases/press-releases-details/2017/Federal-Energy-Regulatory-Commission-Approves-National-Fuels-455-Million-Northern-Access-Project/default.aspx
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/kimberly-ong/gov-cuomo-blocks-northern-access-pipeline
https://www.wkbw.com/news/local-news/national-fuel-no-longer-pursuing-its-plan-for-the-northern-access-pipeline
https://www.williams.com/expansion-project/northeast-supply-enhancement/
https://www.williams.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2025/05/NESE-Project-Fact-Sheet.pdf
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The Pennsylvania portion of the project is anticipated to cost $52.1 million. The project

is forecasted to generate approximately $1.5 million in state and $2.4 million in local

tax revenues per year. The project is forecasted to create nearly 2,000 jobs across
Pennsylvania, New York, and New Jersey. Transco filed its permitting applications with
FERC in 2018, which were approved in 2019, but New York and New Jersey denied the
necessary state permits, leaving the project in limbo. More recently, FERC reissued

a certificate to build the project, as the states are relatively more accepting of the
development amid increasing energy demand and costs. After nearly six years of
unnecessary delays, the project is expected to begin construction at the end of 2025 and
operationalize by 2027.

_— Montour Solar
- | ' o Started: 2019
| Status: Delayed
T Gz The Montour Solar Farm was a proposed 100 MW solar facility located in Pennsylvania’s
= . Montour and Columbia counties, intended to meet the needs of “more than 55,000
Americans.” The $100 million project is forecast to create up to 150 jobs during

construction and to inject millions into the local economy.

The project appears to be canceled or pivoting towards a different development, as the
project developers Pattern Energy and Talen Energy withdrew their permits for the
solar farm. Patten Energy appears to have begun the process of rezoning areas where

. the Montour Solar project would have been located for what reports indicate would be
T £ . 4 Lk . 3 g =1 - i '_ ' adata center and an expanded electrical substation to power it. The potential project

remains unannounced, but it’s clear the developers are attempting to pivot following

costly permitting delays.

Constitution Pipeline

Started: 2015

Status: Revived, In Permitting Process

Constitution Pipeline is a proposed 125-mile pipeline project intended to connect the
Williams Partners gathering system in Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, to gas
pipeline systems in Schoharie County, New York. The pipeline will add approximately
650,000 Dth/day of pipeline capacity, which is enough natural gas to support the daily
needs of 3 million homes. The project is forecasted to create a total of 1,575 construction

and “spillover” jobs and increase the state’s tax property revenue by 13%.
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https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/09/02/ferc-advances-rebooted-bid-for-northeast-gas-pipeline-00536958
https://www.williams.com/expansion-project/northeast-supply-enhancement/
https://patternenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-6.15-MONTOURSOLAR-FACTSHEET.pdf
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/montour-solar-one-withdraws-application-for-montour-solar-project/article_7cbdfbee-cd6a-11ec-b3a4-6b1f41a32476.html
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/montour-county/montour-county-residents-concerned-over-possible-rezoning-montour-preserve/523-33e81b49-31dc-4d97-b0c4-dbe50581fa14
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/talen-energy-seeks-to-rezone-land-in-montour-county-pennsylvania-for-data-center-project/
https://www.williams.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2025/06/Constitution-Fact-Sheet-Website-and-Outreach-Final.pdf
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The original project, prior to its cancellation, faced seven years of permitting and
administrative delays, as the first federal applications were filed in 2013 and the project
was canceled in 2020. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
failed to act several times during the permitting process, forcing the project developers
to resubmit their applications twice before finally receiving a formal denial. Fortunately,
the project is on track to be revived, and amidst increasing energy prices and demands,
state leaders such as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul are much more open to pipeline

development compared to leaders in the last decade. The project is expected to become

operational in 2028.
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West Virginia had five key energy projects that would most likely be operational if
not for the overburdensome permitting process. Unfortunately, one of these projects
was canceled because of delays during the permitting process. The other projects are
either under construction or still mired in the administrative process; however, it will

still take time to construct these energy projects — time that Americans can ill afford.

Based on available data, these developments/investments were projected to create

at least 18,000 jobs and create an estimated $2.6 billion in economic benefits for the
state. The failure to get all three projects operational cost the state jobs, revenue, and
affordable energy in a time when energy is so desperately needed. The failure to develop
these projects in a reasonable timeframe makes it harder to power the future and deliver

affordable energy to residents, which only makes the American dream harder to achieve.
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https://naturalgasintel.com/news/a-sunk-cost-constitution-pipeline-canceled-after-eight-year-battle/
https://www.spglobal.com/commodity-insights/en/news-research/latest-news/natural-gas/052925-us-northeast-transco-expansion-constitution-pipeline-revivals-in-the-works-williams-says
https://www.eenews.net/articles/hochul-draws-heat-for-advancing-trump-backed-gas-pipelines/
https://www.williams.com/expansion-project/constitution-pipeline/
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Mountain Valley Pipeline

Started: 2015

Status: Completed

The Mountain Valley Pipeline is an operational 303-mile natural gas pipeline from
Wetzel County, West Virginia to Southern Virginia. The project faced a long list of
federal permitting requirements and related permit litigation which put the project in
peril, until Congress overruled regulators and cleared remaining regulatory hurdles.
Prior to Congressional involvement, the project was mired in regulatory purgatory for at
least eight years, leading project developers to threaten to halt the construction several
times — even though the pipeline construction had been 90 percent complete for over
three years. The project was projected to create 3,700 construction jobs in West Virginia
and 2,100 construction jobs in Virginia and forecasted to generate $82 million in state
and local tax revenue in West Virginia and $49 million in Virginia; post-completion job

datais currently unavailable.

MVP filed its application with FERC in 2015 and was granted partial approval in 2018.
Over the next two years, the pipeline was tied up in legal battles. Finally, two months
before the pipeline was to be put into service, FERC ordered all work on the project to
stop, but granted a two-year extension of the 2020 interstate pipeline permit, allowing
construction to continue. However, a federal appeals court halted the project in 2023,
and it took a U.S. Supreme Court decision to clear the final barriers to the project’s
completion. In 2023, as part of the Fiscal Responsibility Act negotiations, a provision of
the bill exempted MPV from further agency reviews and permit-related litigation. MVP
became operational in June 2024.

Atlantic Coast Pipeline

Status: 2015

Status: Canceled

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline was a proposed 600-mile natural gas pipeline linking
production from northern West Virginia’s Marcellus Shale to North Carolina. The
pipeline was a joint venture between Dominion Energy and Duke Energy that would
have supported 17,240 jobs during its construction, 2,200 jobs once in operation,

and generated $4.2 million in annual local tax revenue. The Atlantic Coast Pipeline
had an initial estimated cost of $5.1 billion, but due to legal challenges, the projected
cost increased significantly to $8 billion. This unexpected $3 billion price tag from
permitting delays and lawsuits led to the project’s cancellation in July 2020, one month
after the Supreme Court restored the pipeline’s permits, which had erroneously been

put on hold by a lower court.

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline formally filed an application with the FERC in September
2015, which approved it in 2017, with plans to commence construction in late 2017 and
begin transporting gas in late 2019. Soon after breaking ground, however, the project
began to face major setbacks. In late 2018, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers suspended
the project’s authorization to cross hundreds of waterways and wetlands. Shortly
thereafter, a federal Court of Appeals vacated two key permits, one issued by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and another by the National Park Service, indefinitely halting
all further construction. Despite a Supreme Court ruling overturning the suspension of
one of eight permits, Dominion Energy abandoned the Atlantic Coast Pipeline in 2020,
attributing the pipeline’s demise to “ongoing delays and increasing cost uncertainty

which threaten the economic viability of the project.”

Wolf Summit Energy

Started: 2017

Status: Under Construction

The second iteration of the Harrison County Power Plant, dubbed the Wolf Summit
Energy project, is a proposed 578-megawatt gas-fired combined-cycle power plant
located on an abandoned coal mining site in Harrison County. Wolf Summit Energy, a
subsidiary of General Electric, revived the $615 million project after Energy Solutions
Consortium withdrew in 2021 due to elongated permitting approval issues. The plant is
projected to create 400 construction jobs and 30 full-time plant operation jobs. It is also

estimated to generate $20 million in annual tax revenue for Harrison County.

ESC originally submitted its application to the West Virginia Public Service Commission
in 2017, and construction was projected to be completed by 2022. Unfortunately, the
Ohio Valley Jobs Alliance filed suit against the development in 2018, seeking to force the
West Virginia Air Quality Board to revoke the project’s permit. The legal costs, coupled
with the economic downturn following the beginning of the Covid pandemic, forced ESC
to drop the project. Fortunately, the construction process has begun and the plant is
expected to be operational by the end of 2027.

CPYV Shay Energy Center

Started: 2022

Status: In the Permitting Process

The CPV Shay Energy Center is a proposed 1,800 MW natural gas combined-cycle
power generation facility with the capability to utilize carbon capture technology and

storage, designated to be located in Doddridge County. The $3 billion project will be
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/11/13/2015-28771/mountain-valley-pipeline-llc-equitrans-lp-notice-of-applications
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/news-info/shortcuts/topics-of-interest/mountain-valley-pipeline-main-line
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/new-lawsuit-launched-against-mountain-valley-pipeline-virginia-2019-08-12/#:~:text=The Service needs to reconsider,and landscapes are lost forever.%E2%80%9D
https://appvoices.org/2020/02/25/lawsuits-against-mountain-valley-and-atlantic-coast-pipelines-ramp-up/#:~:text=6 letter to the agency,3 press release.
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/nextera-other-mountain-valley-pipeline-developers-race-to-resume-construc/586128/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2023/07/supreme-court-rules-in-favor-of-mountain-valley-pipeline/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=62323
https://atlanticcoastpipeline.com/resources/docs/resources/acp-factbookversion2.pdf
https://www.ferc.gov/final-environmental-impact-statement-atlantic-coast-pipeline-and-supply-header-project
https://virginiamercury.com/briefs/major-permit-for-atlantic-coast-pipeline-suspended/#:~:text=Major permit for Atlantic,to cross waterways and wetlands.
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/4th-circuit-nixes-key-permit-for-dominions-atlantic-coast-pipeline-citing/570005/
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/oil-and-gas/our-insights/oil-and-gas-blog/the-end-of-the-atlantic-coast-pipeline-what-does-it-mean-for-the-north-american-natural-gas-industry
https://www.wboy.com/news/harrison/company-plans-to-build-new-kind-of-power-plant-in-west-virginia-to-support-ai-innovation/
https://www.nsenergybusiness.com/projects/esc-harrison-county-power-plant-west-virginia/
https://www.wvnews.com/theet/news/officials-excited-for-opportunities-presented-by-wolf-summit-power-plant-project-in-harrison-county-west/article_d021dc8b-0bee-4996-b0a8-88efe25d73be.html
http://www.psc.state.wv.us/Scripts/WebDocket/ViewDocument.cfm?CaseActivityID=480175&NotType=WebDocket
https://www.wvnews.com/news/wvnews/controlled-blasting-set-to-begin-at-wolf-summit-energy-power-plant-in-harrison-county-west/article_6f15a3e7-3872-4009-a436-cb4b55f8de81.html
https://www.cpv.com/2022/09/16/multi-billion-dollar-combined-cycle-natural-gas-power-station-with-carbon-capture-announced-in-west-virginia/
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regulated by the West Virginia Public Service Commission and is expected to create
2,000 construction jobs and up to 60 permanent jobs. When operational, the energy
center is projected to generate $169 million in annual tax revenue for the county and is
expected to produce enough electricity to power nearly 1.8 million homes. The project

aims to begin construction in 2027 and become operational by 2031.

The energy center was announced in 2022; project developers praised the Inflation
Reduction Act’s tax credits as a key factor behind the commencement of the energy
development, as developers faced difficulties in securing enough investors to support
the project. The West Virginia Public Service Commission approved the siting permit
for the energy center in April 2024.. However, delays stemming from the development of
the carbon capture technology and the shifting landscape around IRA tax credits have
pushed the construction date back from 2025 to 2027.

Ohio Valley Connector Expansion Project (West Virginia Portion)

Started: 2022

Status: Complete

The Ohio Valley Connector Expansion Project is a pipeline that provides 350,000 Dth/
day of natural gas based on project specifications. The project is a $161 million effort

with facilities in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.

The developers filed the project application with FERC in January 2022, with plans

to begin construction in 2023. Unfortunately, yet unsurprisingly, FERC issued a Final
Environmental Impact Statement in January 2023, but delayed formal approval of

the project until June 2023, and did not grant a notice to proceed until July 2023. The
delays pushed the operation start date into 2025, preventing the flow of necessary fuel
to the state.
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https://www.cpv.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/CPV-Shay-Energy-Center-Project-Fact-Sheet-June202577.pdf
https://www.weirtondailytimes.com/news/local-news/2022/12/proposed-natural-gas-plant-project-is-moving-forward/
https://wvpublic.org/psc-approves-construction-of-gas-power-plant-in-doddridge-county/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230610014829/https:/www.ovcx.info/
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/docinfo?accession_number=20250407-5026
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