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OKLAHOMA PUBLIC EDUCATION GOVERNANCE SYSTEM 

Source:	Bradley	Ward,	Ph.D.	creation	based	on	Oklahoma	Statutes:	§	70-3-104,	§	70-3-
107.1,	§	70-3-188,	§	70-3-117	and	Fourth	Amended	Executive	Order	2019-01

Reflects	appointment	
confirmation	



THE IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOL BOARDS 

Source:	Bradley	Ward,	Ph.D.	based	on	data	from	statutory	research	and	OCAS	

Oklahoma	has approximately	
2,500 locally	elected	school	
board	members.

$12.3	Billion	Total	
Available	Revenue	in	FY23

700,000	students

Responsible	for	
hiring	and	
evaluating	district	
superintendent	

Responsible	for	
approving	the	
curriculum	and	
instruction	
materials
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TIMING OF STATES’ SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

*Note: The Hawaii Board of Education oversees all public schools in the state with members appointed by the governor. 
The state does not hold school board elections.



Average	6%	Voter	Turnout	

Source:	Bradley	Ward,	Ph.D.’s	analysis	based	on	data	from	Oklahoma	State	Election	Board



OKLAHOMA SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS VOTER TURNOUT APRIL 2, 2024 



OKLAHOMA VOTER TURNOUT

Source:	Bradley	Ward,	Ph.D.’s	analysis	based	on	data	from	the	Oklahoma	State	Election	Board	

Presidential
(Nov	2020)

Presidential	
Primary

(March	2024)

Municipal
(Aug	2024)

School	Board
(April	2024)

69%

17% 11%
6%
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COST OF OKLAHOMA SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS (2023)
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TEXAS CASE STUDY - HB 1 (2006)

HB1	became	law	in	2006

174	school	districts	switched	to	
on-cycle	elections	

Average	effect	of	16%	increase	in	
voter	turnout	for	school	board	
elections
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MICHIGAN CASE STUDY – HB 4005 (2012)) 

Source:	Bradley	Ward,	Ph.D.	creation	based	on	data	from	the	Washtenaw	County	Election	Board	



MICHIGAN CASE STUDY – HB 4005 (2012) 
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ADVANTAGES OF ALIGNING SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

Increased	Voter	Turnout	

Cost	Efficiency	

Consistency	in	Election	Administration	

Increased	Accountability	


