\ AMERICANS FOR
=') PROSPERITY

INDIANA

Myths vs. Facts — Adult Use Cannabis in Indiana

Myth: Allowing the use of cannabis in Indiana will reduce public safety and result in
more violent and property crimes.

Facts: The public safety impact of legalizing and regulating cannabis in other states has
been extensively studied. Most of the existing research on the topic has found that such
policy changes have either no impact or a positive impact on property and violent
crime.i There are some mixed findings when it comes to property and nuisance crimes in
urban neighborhoods with a cannabis dispensary and this means that our local and state
leaders should be cautious about how tightly they regulate where dispensaries may open
in our communities.ii

Myth: Allowing the regulated use of cannabis will take an important tool away from law
enforcement which they can utilize to prosecute those engaged in more serious crimes.

Facts: Ending cannabis prohibition will allow law enforcement to focus on solving and
preventing property and violent crimes during a time when cities across Indiana have
experienced years of elevated violent crime.iii Research from other states shows that
taking the issue of enforcing cannabis prohibition off officers’ plates allows them to
solve more violent crimes and ensure more victims receive justice.lV

Myth: Permitting the use of cannabis by adults will give minors greater access to the
substance and increase their use of marijuana.

Facts: Even though recent data shows that teen substance use has declined to its lowest
levels in a decade, our state must still undertake efforts to effectively prevent them from
accessing any potentially harmful substances.” While mixed, most research on this topic
concludes that establishing an adult-use cannabis market in a state either does not
impact or reduces the use of cannabis among minors.i The experience of 16 other states
reveals that Indiana will not see a major spike in teen cannabis use if it establishes a
regulated adult-use cannabis market.vii

Myth: Marijuana is a “gateway drug” and even allowing appropriately regulated access
to the substance will result in individuals increasing their use of other drugs.

Facts: The “gateway” theory for cannabis has been questioned by experts for decades
and recent evidence tends to reveal that the opposite effect occurs when states allow the



use of cannabis.iii A growing number of studies are finding that states allowing adult
use of cannabis reduced binge drinking, overall alcohol consumption, and use of other
more dangerous substances.ix The existing research also finds that legalizing the adult
use of cannabis results in the reduced prescription of opioids and reductions in opioid-
related hospitalizations, deaths, and overdoses.x

Myth: Allowing the use of cannabis will undermine workforce gains Indiana has
achieved in recent years and reduce the number of residents willing to work full-time.

Facts: The limited research studying the topic has found that the legalization of
cannabis has either not impacted or marginally improved labor force participation and
unemployment.xi There is also substantial research finding that allowing regulated
cannabis access significantly reduces both the number of workers’ compensation claims
and the amount of compensation benefits secured by those who do receive benefits.xi

Myth: Establishing an adult-use cannabis market in Indiana will not help farmers or
other small businesses and only benefits a handful of large companies.

Facts: Indiana has an opportunity to establish an adult-use cannabis market which will
contribute to its agricultural dominance and its robust economy powered by small
businesses if it adopts a proper regulatory and licensing structure. The cannabis
industry now supports more than 13,200 farms and has exceeded crops such as every
fruit, rice, and peanuts in its total contribution to America’s agricultural economy.ii The
industry is also estimated to directly employ more than 428,000 individuals and
millions more in industries that serve these businesses like plumbers and electricians.xv

Myth: Traffic fatalities will skyrocket if Indiana implements an adult-use cannabis
market, and we have no credible way to prevent cannabis-impaired driving.

Facts: Evidence does seem to indicate that traffic fatalities and other negative traffic
outcomes have slightly increased in states that have implemented an adult-use cannabis
market.xv This should not be surprising given that similar impacts have been seen when
states expand access to alcohol.x There are a number of studies that fail to find a
relationship, but more research is needed to determine if a causal relationship exists
given the scientific complications with how human bodies metabolize THC.xvii

There is a solution — combining robust enforcement of Indiana’s impaired driving laws
and the expertise of law enforcement officers trained as “Drug Recognition Experts.”xviii
This training has been found to be highly effective in assisting officers with identifying
and responding to impaired driving.xx
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Myth: The legalization of cannabis has caused greater mental illness in other states.

Facts: There is no clear correlation (let alone proven causation) between the legalization
of cannabis and overall mental illness.xx In fact, the medical use of cannabis has been
found to alleviate post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and other types of mental
health concerns.x The most studied mental health impacts - psychosis and
schizophrenia — appear to have some relationship with cannabis use but it is unclear
whether it is because cannabis use causes these symptoms or individuals with these
symptoms are more likely to use cannabis.xii A growing body of evidence from those
holding both perspectives in the scientific community find that cannabis use alone is not
enough to cause psychotic incidents without other genetic or environmental factors.xxiii

Myth: Cannabis is a Schedule 1 substance so that means that the scientific community
believes that cannabis has no credible medical uses and is extremely dangerous to
consume even once.

Facts: A growing body of research reveals that cannabis can be an effective treatment
for certain medical conditions such as PTSD, chronic pain, multiple sclerosis, and
epilepsy.xiv This has caused organizations like the American Medical Association,
American Academy of Family Physicians, and National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine to urge the federal government to reevaluate the Schedule I
status of cannabis.xv

It is also now clear that cannabis is not as dangerous as other Schedule I substances like
heroin, lysergic acid diethylamide (L.SD), and Ecstasy. The CDC notes that it “is
unlikely” that use of cannabis can result in an overdose and the organization does not
even track overdose deaths for marijuana or any marijuana derivative.xxvi

Myth: The push to allow adult-use cannabis is supported by only a minority of
Indianans.

Facts: Recent Fox News opinion research shows that 63% of Americans and 71% of
Indiana voters support allowing the adult use of cannabis.xvii Other states that have
posed the legalization of cannabis to their voters in recent years have seen it pass with a
significant majority. This includes states such as Arizona (60%), Maryland (67%), and
Montana (57%).xxviii
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