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FELLOW MOUNTAINEERS,

Thanks for your interest our 2020 Americans for Prosperity-West Virginia
Legislative Key Vote Scorecard.

Government should be transparent and accountable to the people. We're helping
to advance these goals with our annual Scorecard. Special interests can afford
lobbyists to influence lawmakers on their behalf—but the average person doesn’t
have this luxury. Over time, this had led to a system that is rigged against you.
This is wrong. That’s why our organization is fighting every day to change the
paradigm by giving ordinary people a powerful platform upon which to stand

together—ensuring their voices are heard.

Our activists from across the state are leading the charge to break down barriers

to prosperity that are holding individuals back from reaching their full potential.
Through continuous grassroots engagement driven by people just like you, along with
our shared willingness to put divisiveness and partisanship aside to work with anyone
to achieve good, our organization has emerged as one of the most influential in the
state. Were partnering with diverse coalitions and finding common ground with
principled lawmakers of both parties to quickly advance proven policies that help every

person rise, making West Virginia a better place to work, live, and raise a family.

Together, we're tackling some of our state’s biggest problems by persuading
lawmakers to be bold in unrigging the system and unleashing the amazing potential
of the Mountain State. Our 2020 Legislative Key Vote Scorecard highlights how
your lawmakers stood on critical policies from our Pathway to Prosperity Legislative
Agenda, in order to help you hold them accountable for their positions, helping to
accomplish lasting policy changes now

and in the future.

Sincerely,

Sf—

JASON HUFFMAN

State Director, West Virginia




Every year, AFP-WYV releases an updated version of

our Path to Prosperity Legislative Agenda. The Path

to Prosperity is a comprehensive policy agenda that is
mean to act as a roadmap for policymakers. It embodies
the bottom up solutions that will change the state’s
status quo and help our fellow Mountaineers reach their
full potential. Launched in 2019, the policy agenda
seeks to elevate and amplify voices of West Virginians

across the state who want to remove the barriers that are

holding them back.

When one of these polices is up for a vote in committee
or on the floor, we send a Key Vote Alert to every
member of the legislature indicating our support for
the bill being decided upon. In some instances, we

ask lawmakers to vote against legislation that will be
detrimental to creating the conditions for a new and
stronger West Virginia in which everyone can reach

their full potential.

We advocate for policies during the session through the
use of our Key Vote Alerts and by connecting citizens
with their lawmakers on the issues at hand. We monitor
how lawmakers vote, and we use our annual scorecard
to let folks know how their elected officials voted on
some of the most critical issues from each legislative
session. This helps to increase government transparency,
get citizens engaged in the legislative process, and to

inform lawmakers on the issues.
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KEY VOTES | 2020 REGULAR SESSION
JANUARY 8 - MARCH 7

Criminal Justice Reform

SEIZURE AND FORFEITURE REPORTING ACT |
HB 4717

Lead Sponsor: Delegate John Short

Cosponsor: Delegates Wilson, Fleischauer

AFEP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 363, RCS# 719| Senate RCS# 513

Under current law, if law enforcement believes that a
persons’ property is in some way related to a crime,
they’re able to seize and permanently take ownership of
that individual’s property even if that person was never
convicted of, or even charged with, a crime. House Bill
4717 establishes common-sense reporting requirements
to shed needed light on West Virginia’s concerning
practice of civil asset forfeiture. Current forfeiture
procedures easily endanger the property and due process
rights of Mountaineers and poses too much of a potential
conflict of interest for seizing agencies not to be well-

documented through robust reporting requirements.

HB 4717 creates a central, publicly available database of
forfeitures, providing much-needed data on individual
seizures and details such as the alleged offenses connected
to forfeitures, whether owners were charged or convicted
of any crimes, and how proceeds from forfeiture were
spent. Before HB 4717, West Virginians knew none of
this information, which should be publicly available as a

common-sense, gOOd government measure.
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BAIL REFORM | HB 2419

Lead Sponsor: Delegate John Shotr
Cosponsor: Delegates Householder, Porterfield
AFP’s Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 54, RCS# 740| Senate RCS# 572

There are thousands of West Virginians who are
currently in jail before their trial not because they are
a risk of flight or a danger to public safety, but due

to the fact that they can’t afford bail. Making bail is a
huge financial barrier for many low-income families.
People stuck in jail for financial reasons, for even as
little as two or three days before trial, can cause people
to lose their jobs, have their worlds turned upside
down, and be at greater risk for recidivism—resulting

in higher costs to taxpayers.

If someone isn’t a threat to society, we shouldn’t ruin
their life just because they don’t have a lot of money.
HB 2419 addresses this issue by ensuring individuals
who are not dangerous are released on their own
recognizance, foregoing the need for bail. The bill
simply creates a presumption that for those accused

of lower-level, non-violent misdemeanors, judges
should release them without financial conditions. This
presumption can always be overridden by the judge for
good cause shown, striking a balance between limiting
unnecessary consequences of being held in jail prior to

trial and giving judges necessary discretion.



PAROLE REFORM | SB 620
Lead Sponsor: Senator Charles Clements
Cosponsor: Senators Trump, Baldwin, Weld
AFEP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 370 | Senate RCS# 77, RCS# 176

Senate Bill 620 allows the Commissioner of Corrections
to establish a non-violent offense parole program

that helps accelerate eligible, low-risk incarcerated
individuals” access to parole, prioritizing limited space
in West Virginia’s overcrowded correctional facilities for

those accused of more serious offenses.

SB 620 allows individuals convicted of non-

violent offenses who have successfully completed a
rehabilitation treatment program to be paroled without
requiring action from the Parole Board, as long as

they have already served their minimum term of their
sentence, and are already eligible for parole under the
pre-existing, slower process. While this is a positive step
in the right direction, further reforms are needed to

West Virginia’s parole system.
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ENDING SUSPENSION OF DRIVER’S LICENSES
FOR FAILURE TO PAY FINES & FEES | HB 4958
Lead Sponsor: Delegate Danny Hamrick

Cosponsor: Delegates Canestraro, Kelly, D., Lovejoy, Miller, Shott, Nelson,
Mandy, Fleischauer, Pushkin, Pyles

AFP% Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 768 | Senate RCS# 518

House Bill 4958 ends West Virginia’s misguided practice
of suspending driver’s licenses over unpaid court fines
and fees, part of a flawed system that impacts over 11

million Americans.

Before the passage of HB 4958, when West Virginians
couldn’t pay their court fines and fees, our state suspended
their driver’s licenses. This policy disproportionately affected
lower-income Mountaineers, forcing too many to choose
between losing their jobs by not driving to work or risking
jail time and more fines for driving with a suspended license.
Court fines and fees should eventually be paid, but revoking
a persons ability to drive hampers their ability to earn money

to pay these fines and to provide for their families.




CREATING THE WEST VIRGINIA SENTENCING
COMMISSION | HB 4004

Lead Sponsor: Delegate David Kelly

Cosponsor: Delegates Waxman, Hanna, Mands, Robinson, Miller, Canestraro
AFEP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 4; RCS# 700| Senate RCS# 571

West Virginias sentencing laws desperately need a
thorough review to ensure fairness, uniformity, and
to ensure tax dollars are being appropriately spent to
maximize public safety and successful outcomes from

our criminal justice system.

HB 4004 will create the West Virginia Sentencing
Commission, which will be tasked to research and make
recommendations to current sentencing guidelines and
statutes. This is a critical step to provide lawmakers and
other stakeholders the necessary information to right-
size our criminal justice system and be smarter about

how we spend corrections’ dollars.

EXPUNGING CERTAIN CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS
| SB 562

Lead Sponsor: Senator Charles Trump

Cosponsor: Senators Stollings, Woelfel, Facemire

AFP’s Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 441; RCS# 722 | Senate RCS# 521, RCS# 469

SB 562 doubles down on last year’s Second Chance
for Employment Act, which gives the chance for a
clean slate to more West Virginians who have turned

their lives around since serving their sentences. This

legislation streamlines current expungement laws to

remove wasteful and unnecessary red tape, allowing
more deserving West Virginians a second chance at

successful reentry.

REMOVING THE USE OF POST-CRIMINAL
CONDUCT IN PROFESSIONAL AND
OCCUPATIONAL INITIAL LICENSURE OR
CERTIFICATION IN DECISION MAKING | HB 4352
Lead Sponsor: Delegate Buck Jennings

Cosponsor: Delegates Maynard, Bibby, Lovejoy, Miller, Pack, Sypolt, Worrell,
Waxman, Hardy, Summers

AFP% Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 109 | Senate RCS# 396

House Bills 4352 and 4353 are similar to legislation our
state passed in 2019 that removed unreasonable barriers

to occupational licensing for those with criminal



records, such as prohibiting licensure for those who were
found to have committed crimes of moral turpitude or

other vague and overly broad language.

The bills require occupational boards to more fairly
decide whether to revoke someone’s license based on

criminal history.

CREATING A RATIONAL NEXUS REQUIREMENT
BETWEEN PRIOR CRIMINAL CONDUCT AND
INITIAL LICENSURE DECISION MAKING| HB 4353
Lead Sponsor: Delegate Gary Howell

Cosponsor: Delegates Porterfield, Jeffries, J., Hott, Kump, Cadle, Sypolt,
Hamrick

AFEP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 64 | Senate RCS# 174

Too often, jobs carry onerous licensing requirements
that excludes anyone with a prior criminal conviction.
These restrictions provide no increase in public safety
and just serve to reduce competition while denying
individuals trying to successfully reenter society an

opportunity to support themselves and their families.

HB 4353 removes many blanket exclusions to
occupational licenses simply due to a past criminal
record and require the agency to examine the individual
and determine whether there is a “rational nexus”
between the criminal history and the license sought.
This strikes a good balance between getting more West
Virginians to work while protecting the safety and

integrity of the various licensed professions.
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Economic Opportunity

ESTABLISHING THE OFFICE OF REGULATORY AND
FISCAL AFFAIRS UNDER THE JOINT COMMITTEE
ON GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE| HB 4645

Lead Sponsor: Delegate Eric Householder

Cosponsor: Delegates Barrett, Bates, Criss

AFP’s Position: Support

Outcome: Passed House and Senate

House RCS#286 | Senate RCS# 560

HB 4645—which had bipartisan support—would
have improved government quality and good
stewardship of taxpayer dollars by helping lawmakers
examine the fiscal impacts of proposed legislation and
the economic impacts of new and old regulations with

a fiscal or economic impact greater than $1 million.

Conducting independent analysis along with the
generation of accurate fiscal notes before making
decisions about legislation and regulations would have
ensured that decisions are accurately informed, and

any potential consequences are properly considered.

HB 4645 represented responsible public policy that
will help remove barriers to economic opportunities

and opens the doors for all West Virginians to succeed.

While the legislature did not complete action, the
Joint Committee on Government and Finance is
nevertheless creating the entity to carry out the vision

that the legislation sought to bring to fruition.



REDUCING PERSONAL INCOME TAX RATES WHEN
PERSONAL INCOME TAX REDUCTION FUND IS
FUNDED AT A CERTAIN THRESHOLD | HB 4892
Lead Sponsor: Linville

Cosponsor: Delegate Householder

AFP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Passed House

House RCS# 366| Senate RCS# N/A

As we have seen with the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act, allowing West Virginians to keep more of their
hard-earned money helps individuals and families
invest in themselves and fulfill their potential. CHB
4892 would have created a fund dedicated to reducing
West Virginian’s personal income tax burden that, in
the long term, would have helped create jobs, grow
our state’s gross domestic product and help all West

Virginians prosper.

Reimagining Health Care

TELEHEALTH EXPANSION (AND THE DEFEAT OF
PAYMENT PARITY PRICE FIXING) | HB 4003

Lead Sponsor: Zack Maynard

Cosponsor: Delegates Toney, Linville, Porterfield, Householder, Sypolt,
Westfall, Bates

AFEP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 126 | Senate RCS# 487, RCS# 619

Telemedicine describes telecommunication technologies
health care providers offer to remotely diagnose, treat,
and monitor patients around the country. HB 4003

ensures that families, especially individuals that reside in
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underserved rural communities, can access health care in
a timely manner when medical providers are not readily

available by expanding the availability of telemedicine.

AFP was instrumental in working with principled
lawmakers to thwart an attempt by Big Medical special
interests to use this bill as vehicle to make telehealth more
expensive for consumers by fixing prices via government

mandates called payment parity.

Free Speech

CREATING THE PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO UNITE
ACT | SB 16

Lead Sponsor: Senator Mike Azinger

Cosponsor: Senators Maynard, Rucker

AFP% Position: Support

Outcome: Completed Legislative Action

House RCS# 166 | Senate RCS# 8

SB 16 protects citizens’ First Amendment rights by
precluding government entities from requiring the
information of individuals who support nonprofit

entities to be disclosed.

The narrow intent of this legislation is to prevent
potentially politically motivated bureaucracies from
broadcasting nonprofit donor information, which often
results in the intimidation or harassment of individuals

due to their support for their preferred passions.



Judicial

CREATING THE INTERMEDIATE COURT OF
APPEALS| SB 275

Lead Sponsor: Senator Mitch Carmichael

Cosponsor: Senators Cline, Rucker, Roberts

AFP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Rejected by House

A well-functioning judiciary ensures that every citizen
receives equal justice under the law. Our current
judicial system fails at this due to a lack of sufficient
conclusiveness in appellate review. West Virginians
deserve a compete justice system that is predictable, fair,

and conclusive.

This new appellate court will provide much needed
accountability and balance within our judicial branch of
government. Unfortunately, a modern court system will
remain out of reach for the Mountain State due to this

legislation being rejected by the House of Delegates.

CREATING THE INTERMEDIATE COURT OF
APPEALS, HOUSE FLOOR AMENDMENT DELEGATE
ZUCKOFF | SB 275

Amendment Sponsor: Delegate Lisa Zukoff

AFEP5 Position: Support

Outcome: Adopted

House RCS#: 595

This amendment added child abuse and neglect cases
to the purview of the new court. While proponents
of this amendment purported that their support was

based on a desire to help children, a closer look at their
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votes shows a very different intent. Many of the same
members who voted to include this provision also voted
against the final passage of the bill. In short, members
who voted for this amendment and against the bill’s
final passage were, sadly, just playing politics with our

judicial system.

CREATING THE INTERMEDIATE COURT OF
APPEALS, MOTION TO RECONSIDER DELEGATE
ZUCKOFF AMENDMENT | SB 275

Procedural Vote

AFP% Position: Support

Outcome: Rejected

House RCS#: 597

This motion would have allowed lawmakers to

reconsider Del. Zukoff's amendment.

CREATING THE INTERMEDIATE COURT OF
APPEALS, HOUSE PASSAGE | SB 275

Lead Sponsor: Senator Charles Trump

AFP% Position: Support

Outcome: Rejected by House
House RCS#: 639

This vote represents the House of Delegates rejecting the

creation of the new court.



SENATE VOTES
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SENATE VOTES
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HOUSE VOTES

Koy “adoo)

28

NV

aIW ‘oanded

50

2100}y ‘oyided

35

90r ‘olesysaued

sor ‘leqdwed

42

109s ‘a|ped

13

MaJpuy ‘piAg

35

wir Y4sjing

14

jwwes ‘umoug

65

ueyieN ‘umo.g

20

juaug ‘sbbog

34

wo] ‘Aqqig

62

NI ‘sareg

30

ueAdy ‘nojueg

39

uoser ‘paiieg

61

uojuai] ‘yeyuieg

wo] “abuizy

10

uIMeW ‘1| uosuIY

1

|9eYDIA ‘122Nn|8buy

50

NV

wel||IM ‘uosiapuy

8

v

v

v

v

v

v

4

v

v

4

v

v

4

v

4

v

v

b 4

b 4

v

DISTRICT

HB 4717

HB 4717

HB 2419

HB 2419

SB 620

HB 4958

HB 4958

HB 4004

HB 4004

SB 562

SB 562

HB 4352

HB 4353

HB 4353

SB 16

HB 4003

HB 4645

SB 275

SB 275

SB 275

HB 4892

Voted against AFP West Virginia’s Position

X =

Voted with AFP West Virginia’s Position

v

14 | wvVScorecard.com



HOUSE VOTES
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