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March 18, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Tom Wolf 

Office of the Governor 

508 Main Capitol Building 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

 

 

Dear Governor Wolf, 

 

On behalf of thousands of Americans for Prosperity activists across the Commonwealth’s sixty-

seven counties, thank you for your service. 

 

As we navigate a landscape that is changing nearly hourly due to COVID-19, we wanted to 

provide several suggestions around executive opportunities you could consider as governor.  

While the General Assembly has moved scope of practice, CRNA title designation and 

telemedicine through some of the legislative process, they’ve not sent any of these measures to 

you yet.  We believe there’s an opportunity for you to end supervision requirements for APRN’s 

and PA’s, end telemedicine restrictions for all patients-including those on Medicaid-and waive 

PA licensing requirements for licensed out-of-state health care providers, as implemented in 

Colorado and Massachusetts.   

 

Please see a more detailed description of our guidance memo we released yesterday (pg. 2) along 

with PA-specific policy suggestions on the accompanying pages and do not hesitate to contact 

me for any points of clarification. 

 

We believe that if acted upon, these actions would put Keystone residents in a better position 

when it comes to addressing the public health emergency we find ourselves facing.  If we stand 

together, we can overcome challenges and barriers that keep us from the most efficient receipt of 

health care services.  

 

 

In Liberty and With Gratitude, 

Ashley Klingensmith, State Director 

Americans for Prosperity-Pennsylvania  
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Americans for Prosperity’s Guidance for State-Based Reforms to Help Address COVID-19  

Americans for Prosperity urges swift and targeted action to address the legitimate public safety and 
economic challenges associated with the spread of the novel coronavirus. Policymakers in state capitols 
across the country should act to ensure that high-risk populations have access to critical health care 
services.  

As state governments continue to consider ways to address the novel coronavirus, Americans for 
Prosperity is identifying a number of steps that state policymakers can take today that could help 
expand access to critical health care services for those who need it.  

1: Lift regulations to allow health care providers to work in the states with greatest need, regardless of 
the state in which they are licensed. This will free medical professionals to fully provide the services they 
are trained to provide. 
2: Expand access to digital tools and telehealth systems that can help reduce the burden on the health 
system, improve access to health care, and increase social distancing.  

3: Eliminate government restrictions on the number of hospital beds, CT scanners, or other health 
services through certificate of need mandates put unnecessary caps on these essential health care 
needs. 
4: Make information about the virus and policymakers’ decisions on combatting it accessible to the 
public. The open flow of information will allow stakeholders to enact appropriate measures and citizens 
to make informed decisions to protect public health.  

State and local government is empowered to enact laws necessary to protect public health and safety. 
But even in a crisis like the one we face, elected officials must continue to respect civil liberties. As 
policymakers offer ways to protect public safety, Americans for Prosperity urges them to ensure that 
any limitations on civil liberties are temporary, equally applied, and as limited as necessary to address 
the emergency. AFP also encourages governments to invite the participation of community leaders to 
identify voluntary bottom up solutions to address the crisis.  
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Scope of Practice   

- End Supervision requirements for APRNs and PAs   

   

  

Telehealth 

- Pennsylvania Medicaid currently only reimburses providers who deliver real-time video 

consultations (preview pg. 4). PA should allow Medicaid to reimburse providers for telehealth 

services beyond real-time video consultations, including:  

- phone consultations,  

-emails, personal messages, and fax  

-remote patient monitoring and   

store-and forward services.   

- Allow PAs, clinical nurse specialists, and nurse anesthetists to deliver telemedicine, including 

for Medicaid patients  

   

   

Medical Licensing  

 - Pennsylvania currently requires physicians practicing in neighboring states to apply for 

an “extraterritorial license” in order to practice in Pennsylvania.   

-The governor should immediately waive these requirements and allow all licensed health 

care providers from all states to freely practice in Pennsylvania (both in-person and through 

telehealth).  Example: Colorado (preview pg. 5) and Massachusetts 

- In addition, the state should immediately renew expired Pennsylvania licenses, 

certificates, permits, and registrations for health care providers. Example: Colorado 

and Maryland (preview pg. 6) 

  

https://mtelehealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Pennsylvania.pdf
https://mtelehealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Pennsylvania.pdf
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1985&sessInd=0&act=0112.&chpt=000.&subchpt=000.&sctn=034.&subsctn=000
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d0YxbrxbgWDmVsJkHnsnoC1YfgW5hH38/view
https://www.nepr.net/post/coronavirus-testing-limitations-growing-concern-mass-gov-baker#stream/0
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Licenses-Permits-Registration.pdf
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Guidance for Healthcare Professionals Not Currently Licensed in Colorado 

 

The State of Colorado is seeing an increasing demand for qualified healthcare professionals to 

assist in the testing, treatment, and care of patients with COVID-19. Under the direction of 

Governor Jared Polis, the Division of Professions and Occupations at the Department of 

Regulatory Agencies (DORA) has conducted a review of existing licensing exemptions that 

allow for individuals in the healthcare field who either hold licenses in other states or who 

have allowed their license to expire in Colorado to immediately resume work within their 

scope of practice, provided their out-of-state or expired license is/was in good standing. 

 

Healthcare providers who are being called upon to assist in caring for patients, but who are 

wondering if they can lawfully practice without a current Colorado license should consider the 

following exemptions and provisions that will allow them to immediately resume work in the 

field: 

 

● All Healthcare Providers 

● A provider with an expired or lapsed license, registration, or certification may 

operate within a 60 day grace period without being subject to penalties or fines 

under  C.R.S. §12-20-202(1)(e) .   Note:  Medical professionals must be aware of 

reimbursement and liability concerns beyond the date of license expiration. 

● Any active military personnel, including any National Guard member or 

reservist, and any veteran who has not been dishonorably discharged may 

operate under an expired license, certificate, or registration of any active 

military personnel for a minimum of 30 days under  C.R.S. §12-20-202(2)(b) . 
● A military spouse who has been relocated to Colorado by military orders, and 

has an active license in good standing from another state, can practice in most 

professions regulated by DPO for up to one year from the date they move 

before obtaining a Colorado license under  C.R.S. §12-20-304 . 
 

● Physicians 

● A physician or physician in training may temporarily practice without a 

Colorado license  or physician training license under the following provisions of 

C.R.S. §12-240-107(3) : 
● The physician is licensed and lawfully practicing medicine in another state or 

territory of the United States without restrictions or conditions; 

● Does not otherwise have an established or regularly used medical staff 

membership or clinical privileges in Colorado; 

Current as of March 13, 2020 
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