T

"
l

ERICANS F

—

"TENNESSEE

12

=
w
(o
Wl
[©)
x
e

N INPAS
b:i ??’

s

¢

LD

s
0

)
0

s D g e g . e
s e e o B T Hd o
e e e o BT i i o
e s e e et s i e L P st



http://americansforprosperity.org
https://twitter.com/AFPTN
http://facebook.com/afpnj
https://www.facebook.com/AFPTennessee

Dear Concerned Taxpayer,

Thank you for checking out our Taxpayers’ Scorecard, a labor of
love by the Americans for Prosperity staff to show you how your
legislators vote in key policy areas. Citizen involvement is the most
important part of the legislative process. | welcome you to learn
more about the legislative process and our growing chapter here in
Tennessee.

Cheers,

v

Andrew Ogles, Tennessee State Director

ABOUT AMERICANS FOR PROSPERITY'S

TAXPAYER SCORECARD

AFP’s Taxpayer Scorecard is our good faith effort to inform
citizens about the performance of their elected representatives.
There is no better barometer by which to measure lawmakers’
allegiance to fiscal responsibility and economic freedom than
to evaluate their votes on key fiscal legislation. Simply put, their
votes are their record.

Of course, no legislative scorecard can take into consideration
every bill affecting taxpayers. Each of Americans for Prosperity-
Tennessee’s (AFP-TN) legislative priorities is included on this
scorecard, as well as any additional issues we communicated
support for during the regular session and special session.

TAXPAYER SCORECARD GRADING OVERVIEW

Each legislator is scored based on the number of votes they
took. Key votes are weighted (columns 1-7) more heavily, with

a one point deduction for every vote against the key vote
legislation. We also award two points for prime sponsorship and

one point for co-sponsorship of key vote items. Any sponsorship
of a bill will count as a vote in favor of the legislation, if the
member does not have the opportunity to vote on the item.

Stopping Medicaid expansion was a top legislative priority,
therefore votes and sponsorship of bills to expand Obamacare
are double-weighted. Each attempt to expand Medicaid with
Obamacare resulted in the following deductions: -3 points
(primary sponsor) and -2 points (co-sponsor). Sponsorship
attempts denoted with an exponent.

AMERICANS FOR PROSPERITY’S MISSION

Americans for Prosperity exists to recruit, educate, and mobilize
citizens in support of the policies and goals of a free society at
the local, state and federal level, helping every American live
their dream - especially the least fortunate.

TAXPAYER SCORECARD KEY

v - Voted with the Taxpayer

X - Voted against the Taxpayer

PNV - Present Not Voting or Abstained
blank - Not Present for vote

PNV represents Present Not Voting; this counts as a NO vote in
the average. Half a point is deducted for any PNV on a key vote
issue. Blank entries represent the member not being present for
the vote.
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TENNESSEE LEGISLATOR RATINGS

“TAXPAYER HEROES”

“A” rated Legislators:

Taxpayer Score of 93-100+%

Green, Mark
Gresham, Dolores
Stevens, John
Bowling, Janice
Bell, Mike
Gardenhire, Todd
Kelsey, Brian
Beavers, Mae
Norris, Mark
Watson, Bo
Johnson, Jack
Tracy, Jim
McNally, Randy
Roberts, Kerry
Hensley, Joey
Ketron, Bill

Haile, Ferrell
Southerland, Steven
Ramsey, Ron

105%
105%
104%
104%
104%
103%
102%
102%
102%
102%
101%
101%
100%
97%
96%
96%
96%
93%
93%

“TAXPAYER DEFENDERS™

“B” rated Legislators:

Taxpayer Score of 85-92%

Niceley, Frank
Crowe, Rusty
Bailey, Paul

Tate, Reginald

9%
89%
88%
86%

“TAXPAYER NEUTRAL”

“C” rated Legislators:
Taxpayer Score of 77-84%

83%
81%

Jackson, Ed
Yager, Ken

“TAXPAYER FOES”

“D” rated Legislators:

Taxpayer Score of 66-76%

Massey, Becky 72%
Briggs, Richard 71%
Dickerson, Steve 70%
Harper, Thelma 66%

“TAXPAYER ZEROES”

“F” rated Legislators:

Taxpayer Score of 0-65%

Overbey, Doug 54%
Harris, Lee 53%
Kyle, Sara 48%
Yarbro, Jeff 41%

“TAXPAYER HEROES”

“A” rated Legislators:
Taxpayer Score of 93-100+%

Carter, Mike 105%
Daniel, Martin 105%
Moody, Debra 105%
Butt, Sheila 104%
Goins, Tilman 104%
Zachary, Jason* 104%
Kane, Roger 104%
Spivey, Billy 104%
Weaver, Terri Lynn 104%
Durham, Jeremy 103%

“TAXPAYER HEROES™

“A” rated Legislators: (ONT.
Taxpayer Score of 93-100+%

Holt, Andy 103%
Littleton, Mary 103%
McManus, Steve 103%
Powers, Dennis 103%
Rogers, Courtney 103%
Todd, Curry 103%
Casada, Glen 102%
Hazlewood, Patsy 102%
Kumar, Sabi 102%
Lundberg, Jon 102%
Matlock, Jimmy 102%
Reedy, Jay D. 102%
Sargent, Charles 102%
White, Dawn 102%
Brooks, Kevin 101%
Gravitt, Marc 101%
Holsclaw, Jr., John B. 101%
Howell, Dan 101%
Johnson, Curtis G. 101%
Lamberth, William 101%
Ragan, John 101%
Sparks, Mike 101%
Van Huss, Micah 101%
Williams, Ryan 101%
Hawk, David 100%
Marsh, Pat 100%
Matheny, Judd 100%
Jenkins, Jamie* 100%
Wirgau, Tim 100%
Womick, Rick 100%
Lynn, Susan 97%
Hill, Timothy 96%
Sexton, Cameron 96%
Sexton, Jerry 96%
Terry, Bryan 96%
Eldridge, Jimmy 95%
Harwell, Beth 95%
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“TAXPAYER HEROES™

“A” rated Legislators: (ONT.
Taxpayer Score of 93-100+%

White, Mark 95%
Pody, Mark 94%
Sanderson, Bill 94%
Smith, Eddie 94%
Brooks, Harry 93%
Faison, Jeremy 93%
Keisling, Kelly 93%

“TAXPAYER DEFENDERS™

“B” rated Legislators:
Taxpayer Score of 85-92%

Doss, Barry 92%
Hicks, Gary* 91%
Lollar, Ron 89%
McCormick, Gerald 89%
Alexander, David 88%
Hill, Matthew 88%
Travis, Ron 88%
Dunn, Bill 87%
Farmer, Andrew 87%
Halford, Curtis 87%
Ramsey, Bob 87%
Swann, Art 87%
Carr, Dale 86%
DeBerry, John Jr. 86%

“TAXPAYER NEUTRAL”

“C” rated Legislators:
Taxpayer Score of 77-84%

Coley, Jim 83%
Byrd, David 81%
Hulsey, Bud 80%
McDaniel, Steve 79%

“TAXPAYER FOES”

“D” rated Legislators:
Taxpayer Score of 66-76%

Forgety, John 73%
Windle, John Mark 68%
Calfee, Kent 66%

“TAXPAYER ZEROES”

“F” rated Legislators:
Taxpayer Score of 0-65%

Jernigan, Darren 55%
Pitts, Joe 54%
Powell, Jason 53%
Shaw, Johnny 52%
Shepard, David 52%
Beck, Bill 51%
Love, Jr., Harold 48%
Gilmore, Brenda 39%
Mitchell, Bo 37%
Armstrong, Joe 36%
Dunlap, Kevin 36%
Favors, JOAnne 36%
Akbari, Raumesh 35%
Cooper, Barbara 35%
Parkinson, Antonio 35%
Towns, Joe, Jr. 33%
Miller, Larry 32%
Stewart, Mike 32%
Hardaway, G. A. 30%
Clemmons, John Ray 29%
Camper, Karen D. 27%
Turner, Johnnie 24%
Fitzhugh, Craig 23%
Jones, Sherry 23%

*Denotes legislators seated
mid-session



LEGISLATIVE VOTE EXPLANATIONS

X VOTES AGAINST TAXPAYERS | AFP POSITION: NO

VOTE **InsureTN Obamacare Expansion | HJR 7001, 90, 521, 531,
HB 1018, HB 2545; SJR 7001, 93, 94, 105, SB 2422, SB 0885

Result: Defeated in Committee

Sponsors: Sen. Overbey / Rep. McCormick, multiple others

Attempts to expand Medicaid utilizing Obamacare funding. A special

session was called in 2015 to expand Obamacare with Insure Tennessee.

The Senate Health committee voted the legislation down. Multiple
attempts were made to expand this failing program.

o VOTES FOR TAXPAYERS | AFP POSITION: YES

VOTE 2**Hall Tax Cut & Repeal | SB 0047 / HB 0831 | Result: Enacted
Public Chapter 1064

Sponsors: Sen. Green / Rep. Sargent

The only tax on income in our state is going to be cut from 6% to 5%
this year. Last minute efforts by Reps. Spivey & Pody resulted in a full
repeal effective 2022.

VOTE 3** Education Savings Accounts (ESA) for special needs students
SB 0027 / HB 0138 | Result: Enacted Public Chapter 431

Sponsors: Sen. Gresham / Rep. Moody

This bill gives parents of special needs students the option to choose
which schools and services best meet their child’s needs. It is the first
school-choice pilot project in our state.

Vote 4** Right to Try | SB 0811/ HB 0143 | Result: Enacted Public
Chapter 376

Sponsors: Sen. Green / Rep. Lundberg

This bill allows terminally ill patients to opt to receive experimental
treatments that have completed phase | of clinical trials, but

have not yet been approved by the FDA.

**Indicates weighted key votes

VOTE 5** Paycheck Protection | SB 1707 & SB 151/ HB 294 & HB 2229
Result: Passed Senate; Failed in House EDU committees

Sponsors Sen. Gardenhire /' Sen. Gresham / Rep. Spivey

Some automatic paycheck dues deductions are being funneled out
of state and used for partisan political activity, violating state law and
being used against the wishes of many union members. Members
who wished to maintain the deductions could set it up through the
organization or their bank account. Using taxpayer’s time and money
to collect union dues is not a role of government. Sponsorship of the
bill is counted as a yes vote.

VOTE 6** Deannexation | SB 775 / HB 0779 | Result: Passed House /
Failed in Senate State & Local Committee

Sponsors: Sen. Watson / Rep. Carter

The legislature ended the practice of forced annexation two years ago.
A few cities rushed to continue forced annexation before the law went
into effect. This bill would have allowed areas forcibly annexed the
opportunity to vote in a referendum to deannex if certain thresholds
were met. The bill passed the House limited to five cities. The Senate
sent the bill back to committee where it was killed. Senate votes to
send the bill back to committee and the final committee votes are
counted.

VOTE 7** The Right to Earn a Living Act: Occupational Licensing
Reforms | SB 2469 / HB 2201 | Result: Enacted Public Chapter 1053
Sponsors: Sen. Green / Rep. Daniel

Many occupations in TN have expensive and overly burdensome
licensure requirements, serving no purpose other than to stifle
competition. The government operations committee will complete

a review of each licensing entities’ requirements. Federal mandates,
health, welfare, safety, and less burdensome options will be taken
into account. The government operations committee has the ability
to suspend the licensing entity’s rule making authority if they do not
comply with recommendations to reduce or remove these barriers to
employment.


http://share.tn.gov/sos/acts/109/pub/pc1064.pdf
http://share.tn.gov/sos/acts/109/pub/pc0431.pdf

LEGISLATIVE VOTE EXPLANATIONS

o VOTES FOR TAXPAYERS | AFP POSITION: YES

VOTE 8 Repeal and Replace Common Core | SB 1163 / HB 1035
Result: Enacted Public Chapter 423

Sponsors: Sen. Bell / Rep. Spivey

This legislation set up the process to review and replace Common
Core education standards with Tennessee State Education Standards.
Also required the state board of education to cancel any agreements
concerning Common Core.

VOTE 9 civil Asset Forfeiture Transparency | SB 2144/HB 2176;
SB 2029/HB 1772 | Result: Enacted Public Chapters 861 & 784

Sponsors: Sen. Green / Rep. T. Hill

PC 861 - Requires transparency reporting for all civil asset seizures
Sponsors Sen. Briggs / Rep. Zachary

PC 784 - Requires a judge, not an appointed officer, to issue the
forfeiture warrants

VOTE10 Prevailing Wage Clarification
SB 330/HB 226 | Result: Enacted Public Chapter 68

Sponsors: Sen. Johnson / Rep. Doss

As a Right to Work state, Tennessee is not under the union prevailing
wage requirements for road projects unless the project is funded with
federal dollars.

VOTE 11 Public Contracts | SB 1621/HB 1674

Result: Enacted Public Chapter 587

Sponsors: Sen. Johnson / Rep. Marsh

This bill requires that, when 50% or more of a local government
construction project is paid for with state funds, the local

government cannot place a preference on local contractors in choosing

a contractor to complete the project. Local contractor
preferences are proven to increase construction costs.

Vote 12 Little Hatch Act | SB 0183/HB 1674

Result: Enacted Public Chapter 239

Sponsors: Sen. Hensley /' Rep. Casada

As enacted, prohibits certain campaign-related activities by public
school employees while on school property during school hours.

VOTE 13 stormwater Regulations | SB 1830/HB 1892 |
Result: Enacted Public Chapter 1007

Sponsors: Sen. Southerland / Rep. Halford
Prohibits the state, cities, and any entity from imposing additional
stormwater requirements that exceed federal law requirements.

VOTE 14 Direct Primary Care | SB 2443/HB 2323 |
Result: Enacted Public Chapter 996

Sponsors: Sen. Roberts / Rep. Kumar

This bill allows direct primary care agreements with physicians to be
exempt from insurance regulations, giving patients more options on
how to pay for their primary care.

VOTE 15 certificate of Need Reforms | SB 1842/HB 1730 |
Result: Enacted Public Chapter 1043

Sponsors: Sen. Gardenhire / Rep. C. Sexton

This bill eliminates the Certificate of Need requirement for hospital
expansions, increasing the licensed number of hospital beds by up to
10% every three years. The market should determine the need for a
hospital and services. The government certainly shouldn’t be putting
up even more barriers to access healthcare. This is a step in the right
direction.



LEGISLATIVE VOTE EXPLANATIONS

o VOTES FOR TAXPAYERS | AFP POSITION: YES

VOTE 16 Textbook Reporting | SB 1842/HB 429
Result: Enacted Public Chapter 165

Sponsors: Sen. Beavers / Rep. Goins

Prohibits supervisors from disciplining or discouraging teachers for
reporting inaccuracies, errors, or potentially inflammatory material in
textbooks to supervisors, elected officials, or parents or guardians.

VOTE 17 school Choice / Vouchers | SB 0999/HB 1049 |
Result: Passed Senate | No Full House Vote

Sponsors: Sen. Gardenhire /' Rep. Dunn

The Tennessee Choice & Opportunity Act would have allowed students
attending failing schools the option of a voucher to attend the

school of their choice. The program would be limited to economically
disadvantaged kids stuck in a failing school. It passed in the Senate but,
did not have the votes for a full vote in the House. Representatives who
voted NO in committee or co-sponsored the bill are scored accordingly.

VOTE 18 individualized Education Accounts | SB 1735/HB 156 |
Result: Enacted Public Chapter 620

Sponsors: Sen. Gresham / Rep. Moody

Allows any student attending a TN school for the first time to be
eligible for an IEA if they meet other requirements. Under the previous
law a student was not eligible until they had attended a TN public
school. This clarification helps parents seeking to use education savings
accounts for special needs children.

VOTE 19 professional Privilege Tax Repeal Study | SB 0556/ HB 0678 |
Result: Enacted Public Chapter 1024

Sponsors: Sen. Bowling / Rep. Van Huss

Certain professions are required to pay the $400 privilege tax annually.
This bill started as a full phase-out & repeal but, was amended down to
a study on how to best repeal the tax.
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MEMBERS OF THE STATE SENATE

LEGISLATIVE VOTES
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MEMBERS OF THE STATE SENATE

LEGISLATIVE VOTES
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TENNESSEE

NOTES REGARDING THE 109™ LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The Tennessee Legislature consists of 99 members of the House of Representatives and 33 members of the State Senate.
Three members of the Legislature departed mid-session and were replaced as follows:

* District 9 - Rep. Gary Hicks (R) replaced Rep. Mike Harrison (R)

* District 14 - Rep. Jason Zachary (R) replaced Rep. Ryan Haynes (R)

s District 94 - Rep. Jamie Jenkins (R) replaced Rep. Leigh Wilburn (R)

AFP recommends visiting the state legislative website to access the most up-to-date information on sitting legislators

for the 109 General Assembly, upcoming meetings, videos of debates, and vote counts for specific legislation.
http:/www.capitol.tn.gov

Full text of enacted legislation can be found serching by Public Chapters or Bill Numbers on the Secretary of State site.
http://tnsos.org/acts/PublicActs.109.php
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