STATE OF NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

RESOLUTION

OPPOSITION TO MOTOR FUEL TAX INCREASE

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill (A1916) (Wisniewski) propose increase the motor fuel tax {(*gas tax’) in New
Jersey, to fund the Transportation Trust Fund o cover infrastructure improvements, through extracting
rmore revenue from the already overburdened taxpayers of New Jersey, costing the average motorist
$300 annually; and

WHEREAS, any increase in motor fuels taxes in the current weak economy would present an undue
hardship on the taxpayers of New Jersey and drive up the cost of defivery of various commodities, as'well

_as the already high cost of doing business in-the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has a long history of raiding dedicated trust funds for other
purposes, and there is no assurance that such revenues collected to support the transportation
infrastructure would be secure from future raiding of this nature; and

WHEREAS, in 2012, the State of New Jersey spent over $2 million per mile to maintain and operate state
roads, and ranked near the bottom in terms of efficient cost of maintenance disbursement per mile,
capital bridge disbursement per mile; 45" in administrative disbursements per mile and legislation has
been proposed to review these high costs; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey ranks second in the highest tax burden in the United Stetes with 12.3% of state
income pald as state and local taxes per a Tax Foundation study, and has the highest or among the
highest property taxes, income taxes and tolls; and

WHEREAS, this high tax burden has resulted in a long period of economic underperformance including
as recentiy reported by the census bureau median household income in New Jersey is 3% lower than 10
years ago (star-ledger, “NJ Residents earning less than they did 10 years agd”, Sept. 21, 201 5); and

WHEREAS, a recent Tax Foundation Business Tax Climate Index again ranks New Jersey as 50" in the
overall business tax burden, ‘which is another factor that prevents more businesses from locating to the
Garden State; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Pension and Health Benefit Study Commission’s February 11, 2016 report
identified $510 million in savings by moving: to private corporation “gold” level heaith plans from the
cutrent public employee “platinum” level plans; :

NOw, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Freeholders -of the County of
Hunterdon, in the State of New Jersey as follows:

1. That the Board of Chosen Freeholders strongly opposes the aforesald bills and any effort to
subsidize the Transportation Trust Fund through an increase in motor fuels tax; and

2. The Board sfrongly urges the State of New Jersey to scrutinize the operation of its roadway
maintenance and improvement system to increase its efficiency and reduce costs fo the taxpayer;
and '

3. The Board strongly supports legislation that would reduce state and local spending thus providing
funds for state and local infrastructure and other pressing needs such as tax relief and investment
in vocaticnal skills and higher education; and

4. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the sponsors of these bills, to all our local state
representatives, to the Chairman of thé Senate Transportation Committee, the Chairman of the
Assembly Trarisportation and Independent Authorities Commitiee, the Senate President, and the
Speaker of the Assefnbly, urging them to oppose the aforesaid bills, and to the Honcrable
Governor of the State of New Jersey, Christopher J. Christie urging him to veto them should they
be adopted; and r

5. That a copy of this resolution be distributed.fo the Boards of Chosen Freeholders of all the other
Countles In the State of New Jersey, urging them to adopt simitar resclutions of support.
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