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AFP’s Mission

Americans for Prosperity is committed to educating citizens about economic
policy and engaging citizen advocates in the public policy process. AFP is an
organization of grassroots leaders who engage in limited government and free
market issues at the local, state and federal levels. The grassroots members of
AFP advocate for public policies which champion the principles of entrepre-
neurship and fiscal regulatory restraint.

Message from Jerome Greener
AFP-Texas State Director

The Texas legislature meets in regular session only 140 days every other year.
During the 2015 Legislative Session, AFP followed a number of bills which
related to economic freedom, the size and scope of government, and individual
liberty.

In the 84th Legislature 6,276 bills and resolutions were filed, of which 1,323
passed and 43 bills and 1 resolution were vetoed.

Republicans were in control of each house. Lt. Governor Dan Patrick presided

over the Senate where there were 20 Republicans and 11 Democrats. Speaker
Joe Straus (R-San Antonio) presided over the House where there were 97
Republicans and 51 Democrats.

While we are advocates for free markets and individual liberties at the Capi-
tol, we appreciate the many citizen activist leaders who helped advocate for
those policies and legislation, as well as fought to keep bad policies from being
enacted.

AFP believes legislators should be held accountable to their constituents for
the votes they take. This report card provides accountability and scrutiny
of the legislative process and of individual legislative votes taken.

TEXAS

Senate Report Card.........ccocveecencnenccscnncccssenscccssspages 2-5
House Report Card.........ccccccccnnnecccsscsnnnnecccsccssspages 6-11

Vote Information Retrieved from Olfficial House & Senate Journals
Accessed at: www.legis.state.tx.us

Report Card Key
v - Voted With AFP’s Position
X - Voted Against AFP’s Position
Held Harmless Votes Negative Votes
AE - Excused Absence AB - Unexcused Absence

AEC- Absent Committee Meeting PNV - Present, Not Voting

Grade Scale

90% - 100+% Lone Star Strong

80% - 89% Friend of the Taxpayer
70% - 79 % Satisfactory

60% - 69 % Poor

0% - 59 % Failed the Taxpayer

www.afptx.org



Senate Key Votes

2015 Record Votes
Vote 1 Margins Tax
Journal Page: 2012 Bill: HB 32

AFP’s position: Support
(24 Yeas, 6 Nays)

Designed to grow business development, this bill decreases the tax rate of the
Margins Tax/Franchise Tax by 25% as a “phase out” of the business tax.

Vote 2 Jurisdiction in Oil & Gas Regulation
Journal Page: 1288 Bill: HB 40

AFP’s Position: Support

(24 Yeas, 7 Nays)

This bill prohibits local governments from adding regulations when state and
federal regulations are in place, avoiding a patchwork of regulations.

Vote 3 Issuance of Capital Appreciation Bonds
Journal Page: 2319 Bill: HB 114

AFP’s Position: Support
(31 Yeas, 0 Nays)

Limits local governments’ ability to use high-interest capital appreciation bonds
secured by property taxes.

Vote 4 Occupational Licensing
Journal Page: 1754 Bill: HB 2717
AFP’s Position: Support
(30 Yeas, 0 Nays)

Deregulates hair braiding.

Vote 5 Public School Performance Evaluation
Journal Page: 3515 Bill: HB 2804

AFP’s Position: Support

(30 Yeas, 1 Nays)

Established an A-F grading system for public school campuses and establishes a
commission on assessments and accountability.

Vote 6 Tax Credit Scholarship
Journal Page: 979 Bill: SB 4
AFP’s Position: Support
(19Yeas, 11 Nays)

Provides a tax credit scholarship utilizing educational assistance organizations
using the franchise or insurance premium tax credits provided to businesses.

Vote 7 Public School Performance Ratings
Journal Page: 634 Bill: SB6

AFP’s Position: Support

(20 Yeas, 10 Nays)

Senate bill that provided for A-F public school accountability ratings passed by
Senate but not the House.

Vote 8 Franchise Tax Rate Reduction
Journal Page: 590 Bill: SB7

AFP’s Position: Support

(30 Yeas, 1 Nays)

Reduces the franchise tax rate to 0.85% for most taxpayers and 0.425% for
retailers and wholesalers, and makes the rate reductions permanent

Vote 9 Small Business Tax Relief Act
Journal Page: 589 Bill: SB 8

AFP’s Position: Support

(24 Yeas, 7 Nays)

Expands franchise tax revenue exemption from the current $1M exempt busi-
nesses with annual revenue under $4M from paying the franchise tax.

Vote 10 State Spending Limit Legislation
Journal Page: 653 Bill: SB9

AFP’s Position: Support
(29 Yeas, 1 Nays)

This legislation would have modified the state spending limit to use the
increase in popluation and inflation to set the spending limit.

Vote 11 Failing Public Schools
Journal Page: 922 Bill: SB 14
AFP’s Position: Support
(25 Yeas, 6 Nays)

This legislation would have provided parents with the ability to petition the
Texas Education Agency to reconstitute or reform public schools that were
deemed failing two years in a row.




Vote 12 Certificates of Obligation Transparency

Bill: SB310
AFP’s position: Support
(21 Yeas, 9 Nays)

Journal Page: 1516

Certificates of Obligation (CO’s) can impose local government debt absent any
taxpayer approval. This Senate bill which died in the House, sought to enhance
transparency of approving CO’s.

Educational Materials Allotment
Bill: SB 313

AFP’s Position: Oppose

(27 Yeas, 4 Nays)

Vote 13
Journal Page: 3625

Intended to provide additional flexibility to school districts when purchasing
classroom instructional materials, the bill potentially restricts the ability of the
elected State Board of Education to address the needs of Texas classrooms and
was vetoed by the Governor.

Vote 14 Eminent Domain Proceeding Fees

Bill: SB 474
AFP’s Position: Support
(25 Yeas, 6 Nays)

Journal Page: 735

Requires condemnors to reimburse property owners for attorney’s fees in emi-
nent domain proceedings where the condemnor’s lowest offer for the property
is 20 percent or more lower than the amount determined. Senate bill died in the
House.

Vote 15
Journal Page: 1401

Texas Opportunity School Districts (OSDs)
Bill: SB 669
AFP’s Position: Support
(22 Yeas, 9 Nays)

Provides for creation of an OSD allows for the transfer of campuses that are low-
performing for two consecutive years be placed in a statewide special purpose
district staffed by experts in school turnaround. Passed by the Senate and died
in the House.

Vote 16
Journal Page: 1495

Educational Savings Accounts (ESAs)
Bill: SB 1178
AFP’s Position: Support
(21 Yeas, 10 Nays)

Provided for an interim study on ESA’s, a form of school choice which allows
parents to direct their child’s education funding.

Innovation in Education
Bill: SB 1241

AFP’s position: Support
(22 Yeas, 9 Nays)

Vote 17
Journal Page: 1488

Provided opportunity for public schools (traditional and charter) to create inno-
vation zones, which minimize state requirements and allows for greater flexibil-
ity to improve education performance. Passed Senate and died in the House.

Vote 18
Journal Page: 2022

Municipal Annexation Reform
Bill: SB 1639

AFP’s Position: Support

(16 Yeas, 14 Nays)

Sought to protect the will of the residents and streamline the annexation pro-
cess, this bill passed the Senate but died in the House.

Vote 19
Journal Page: 1243

Property Tax Procedures
Bill: SB 1760

AFP’s Position: Support
(24 Yeas, 7 Nays)

Current law favors the taxing entity over the taxpayer and this bill provides
more equitable treatment in regard to interest rates, expert appraisal testimony,
and provides for a Comptroller list online of all taxing entity tax rates excluding
school districts.

Vote 20
Journal Page: 1406

Paycheck Protection
Bill: SB 1968

AFP’s Position: Support
(20 Yeas, 11 Nays)

Among other employee protections, this bill prohibited state, county, and mu-
nicipal employers from directly collecting union dues from employee paychecks.
The bill passed the Senate and died in the House.

Vote 21
Journal Page: 771

State Sovereignty Resolution
Bill: SCR 1

AFP’s Position: Support
(20Yeas, 11 Nays)

This resolution claimed sovereignty under the Tenth Amendment to the Con-
stitution over all powers not otherwise enumerated and granted to the federal
government by the Constitution. It passed the Senate and died in the House.




Vote 22 Renewal Portfolio Standard
Journal Page: 799 Bill: SB 931

AFP’s Position: Support

(21 Yeas, 10 Nays)

Texas leads the nation in renewable generation and has surpassed every renew-
able program goal conceived in 2005 so this bill sought to amend the standards
and provide more market solutions. The Senate bill died in the House.

Vote 23 Package Store Permits
Journal Page: 1047 Bill: SB 526
AFP’s Position: Support
(23 Yeas, 6 Nays)

Current law limits package store permits a person can hold to five. But the law
provides a loophole allowing some individuals to own hundreds of stores and

stifle competition. This bill would have reformed outdated and unfair laws. It

passed the Senate but died in the House.

Senate Extra Credit & Demerits
2015 Record Votes

Extra Credit 1
Journal Page: 265 SB 609

Bill Author: Senator Hancock

Extra Credit 2
Journal Page: 653 SB9

Bill Author: Senator Hancock

Extra Credit 3
Journal Page: 150 SB 276

Bill Author: Senator Campbell

Extra Credit 4
Journal Page: 1018 SB4

Senator Lucio’s leadership in supporting parents in his district and across the
state and their role in directing their children’s education.

Demerit 1
Journal Page: 3620 SB313

Bill Author: Senator Seliger
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House Key Votes

2015 Record Votes .

Vote 6 Texas Community Schools Grant Program
Vote 1 Margins/Franchise Tax Cut Journal Page: 3518 Bill: ,H‘B' 1_8.92'
Journal Page: 5004 Bill: H.B.32 AFP’s position: Oppose

Record Vote: #1096 (60 Yeas, 82 Nays)

AFP’s position: Support

Record Vote: #1610 133 Yeas, 10 Nays
( ys) This bill would have funded the position of a community school coordinator and

Designed to grow business development, this bill decreases the rate of the Mar- support in the initial year of developing a community district.

gins/Franchise tax by 25% as a “phase out” of this business tax.

Vote 7 Municipal | & R
Vote 2 Jurisdiction in Oil & Gas Regulation Journal Page: 2985 Bill: ,H'B' ?5,95. S
Journal Page: 1646 Bill: H.B. 40 Amendment AFP's Position: Support
Record Vote: #854 (105 Yeas, 29 Nays)

AFP’s position: Support

Record Vote: #255 (97 Yeas, 46 Nays) L . . . o
Legislation to ensure that private property rights cannot be trumped via an initia-

This bill prohibits local governments from adding regulations when state and tive and referendum (I&R) at the municipal level.

federal regulations are in place, avoiding a patchwork of regulations.

Vote 8 Occupational licensing
Vote 3 Issuance of Capital Appreciation Bonds Journal Page: 1817 Bill: ,H‘B' 271 7‘ S
Journal Page: 3225 Bill: H.B.114 AFP’s position: Support
Record Vote: #334 (143 Yeas, 0 Nays)

AFP’s Position: Support

Record Vote: #977 140 Yeas, 0 Nays
( ys) Legislation deregulated hair braiding, eliminating the need for hours of training,

Legislation provides taxpayer protection by limiting local governments’ ability to paying a fee and licensing for individuals who braid hair for a fee.

use high-interest capital appreciation bonds secured by property taxes.

Vote 9 A-F Campus Performance Rating
Vote 4 Local Control School Districts Journal Page: 3532 Bill: ,H‘B' 2.8_04‘ S
Journal Page: 3369 Bill: H.B.1798 AFP’s position: Support

Record Vote: #1107 (8 Yeas, 44 Nays)

AFP’s Position: Support

Record Vote: #1052 (59 Yeas, 76 Nays) L . . .
Legislation would require an A, B, C, D or F performance rating for each public

school campus and would replace the rating of exemplary, recognized, acceptable,

Replaced home rule school district with local control school district concept &
or unacceptable.

provided more autonomy for local communities to respond to needs.

Vote 5 Texas Community Schools Vote 10 S-tate Spending Limit Legislation
Journal Page: 3621 Bill: H.B. 1891 Journal Page: 4753 Bill: ’S.B. 9. .

AFP’s position: Oppose AFP’s position: Support
Record Vote: #1151 (69 Yeas, 52 Nays) Record Vote: #1549 (107 Yeas, 38 Nays)

Would have modified the state spending limit to use the increase in population and

Legislation defines a community school and provides the Community School . . e =
inflation to set the spending limit.

designation as a mechanism to avoid reconstitution when a school has been fail-
ing for two consecutive years. The Community School concept provides a wide
range of services under the education umbrella, and diverts attention from the
primary purpose of the school.




Vote 11 Educational Materials Allotment Demerit 1

Journal Page: 5840 Bill: 5.B.313 Journal Page: 4823 SB9
AFP’s position: Oppose
Record Vote: #1795 (86 Yeas, 50 Nays) Representative Otto

Intended to provide additional flexibility to school districts when purchasing

classroom instructional materials, the bill potentially restricts the ability of the Demerit 2

elected state board of education to address the needs of Texas classrooms and Journal Page: 4820 SB 19
was vetoed by the Governor.

Representative Cook

Vote 12 Minimum Wage Increase
Journal Page: 2858 Bill: H.J.R. 26 Demerit 3

AFP’s position: Oppose Journal Page: 5840 SB 313
Record Vote: #775 (103 Yeas, 36 Nays)

Representative Aycock
Proposed a constitutional amendment to increase the minimum wage in Texas
to the greater of $10.10 per hour or the federal minimum wage.

Demerit 4
Journal Page: 609 SB 1969
Vote 13 Regulation of Raw Milk
Journal Page: 2858 Bill: H.B.91 Representative Cook
AFP’s position: Support
Record Vote: #775 (103 Yeas, 36 Nays)
) . ) . Demerit 5
Permitted dairy producers may sell raw milk to a consumer only at the point of Journal Page: HB 959 HB 3684

production, and this legislation expanded the points of sale to a seller’s business,

1, H I
a consumer’s residents or farmers’market. Representative Geren, Representative Harless

Extra Credit & Demerits Demerit 6
Journal Page: 487 HB 1019

Extra Credit 1
Journal Page: 521 HB 1225 Representative Flynn, Representative Larson

Representative Isaac, Representative Harless

Demerit 7

Journal Page: 851 HB 38 Author
Extra Credit 2
Journal Page: 5004 HB 32 Sponsors & Champions Representative Cook, Representative Geren

Representative Dennis Bonnen, Representative Murphy, Representative -
Oliveira, Representative Parker, Representative Simmons
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