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Sharon Casey, of Naperville, grabs hold of her drinks while going through the drive-up window at

Wendy’s in Kankakee on Friday.

Power of

[s fast food
upselling on
the decline?

By Antonio Young

815- 937 3385

We've all experienced it.

As soon as you pull up to a
fast-food drive-thru menu, the
clerk asks if you would like fries
and a drink to go with your
cheeseburger.

The clerk then might suggest
upgrading the value meal from a
medium to a large for a little
extra money.

But with 66 percent of Amer-
icans considered overweight or
obese, as the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recently
reported, is it right for fast-food
workers to try selling us more
food than we may need?

In recent years, the fast-food
industry has been scrutinized for
upselling due to the nation’s obe-
sity epidemic. The 2004 docu-
mentary, “Super Size Me,” is one
of several films that discourage
the marketing technique at fast-
food restaurants.

Even though he recognizes the
dangers of constantly upsizing
orders, Olivet Nazarene Universi-
ty business professor Don Daake
doesn’t blame fast-food chains for
the nation’s high obesity rates.

“It really does come down to free-
dom of choice,” Daake said. “Peo-
ple want to (supersize their orders).

There’s a lot of criticism, but no one
is forcing people to do that”

And while “suggestive selling”
may have helped the fast-food
industry become a multibillion-
dollar business, Daake said the
practice has been used in other
industries for many years.

“When youd walk into a cloth-
ing store, you'd buy a suit and they
wanted to sell you a tie,” Daake
said. “When you get an oil change,
they want to flush your radiator.”

A moral dilemma

In his research, Daake found
that “supersizing,” a term coined
by McDonald’s during the mid-
1990s, was created by the late
David Wallerstein, who worked
for a chain of movie theaters in
the Midwest during the 1960s.

At that time, Wallerstein was
responsible for boosting sales of
popcorn and soda, but struggled
to persuade customers to buy
more than one soda or bag of
popcorn. Wallerstein suspected
that by doing so, people felt glut-
tonous or greedy.

“But by making it supersized,
they didn’t feel so guilty about it,”
Daake said.

After becoming an executive
with McDonald’s, Wallerstein
eventually convinced owner Ray
Kroc to incorporate the concept
at his chain of restaurants, Daake
said.

Today, Daake said, less than 10
percent of all fast food customers
take up the supersize option. But
this population — mostly 18- to
34-year-olds — visit often enough
for restaurants to make profits.

So it only makes sense for the
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ersuasion
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gets “supersized”
@ A3

restaurants to upsell their fries
and soft drinks, Daake said.
“When you increase the size,
and you might only charge anoth-
er 20, 30, or 40 cents, it’s highly
profitable because it doesn’t cost
you very much to do that,” he said.

Going healthy

Tom Denari, president of Indi-
anapolis-based Young & Laramore
— an advertising agency that for-
merly handled advertising for
Steak ‘n Shake for nearly 20 years
— has found that many fast-food
restaurants are backing away from
upselling their food.

Denari said customers’ prefer-
ring healthier items such as sal-
ads, fruit and yogurt is perhaps
the biggest reason for the
change. For instance, parents can
buy their children McDonald’s
Happy Meals with apple slices
instead of fries. And KFC is now
heavily pushing its new Kentucky
Grilled Chicken.

Denari said because of the harsh
economy many fast-food chains
are also offering more smaller-
portioned choices for low prices.
For example, Burger King started
selling mini hamburgers, called
“Burger Shots,” earlier this year.

“It's gone the other direction,”
Denari said. “People are just trying
to get you in the door; theyre actu-
ally providing smaller portions and
smaller options to create a price
point that’s much lower”

Runaway’s mom
outraged by court

Another strange twist in the tale of a 15-
year-old runaway came Friday afternoon
during a brief hearing for a Crescent City
mother and son charged with harboring a
girl who ran away from her ~
Martinton home last week.

A $10,000 bond for Joanne
Duits was reduced to $5,000
by Associate Judge James
Kinzer over the objection of
Susan Barker, assistant Iro-
quois County state’s attorney.

Duits and her son, 19-year-
old Kyle Duits, whose bond
was $15,000, were released
on bail after the hearing.

Kyle, the runaway’s
boyfriend, faces one charge
of criminal sexual abuse. He
and his mother, Joanne, 40,
both are charged with har- db»« N
boring a runaway child, e
Samantha “Sami” Bogdan, at Kyle Duits
their home at 630 Union St., Crescent City.

They allegedly hid Bogdan in their home
for a week after Bogdan was reported miss-
ing by her mother, Amanda Slaugher, of
Martinton, on July 3.

Slaughter was outraged to learn that
Joanne Duits’ bond has been reduced.

“I went for six days thinking that she
(Sami) was dead,” Slaughter said.

Joanne Duits called her every day, she
said, “telling me that she couldn’t imagine
what I was going through.

“That sick lady told me that she was
against the relationship because of the age
differences between Sami and Kyle, and all
the time they had my daughter sitting right
in the next room.”

Bogdan and Kyle Duits “had planned this
for several days,” said Sheriff’s Lt. Randy
Eimen. “They had packed clothes and per-
sonal items.”

Following the Duitses’ arrest, Slaughter said
she learned that her daughter had changed
her hair color and was going by “Rachel”

“He (Kyle) even bought her a cell phone
so they could stay in touch,” she said. “They
knew that if they used my daughter’s cell
phone that we would be able to find her”

Joanne and Kyle Duits are due in court
at Watseka again at 9:30 a.m. Thursday.

~ Bill Byrns
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No jack left
from Jackpot

Most people who hit a casino jackpot go
home with cash in their pockets and big
dreams for how to spend it. But not Gene
Cote of Bradley.

He and his wife, Sally, only went to the
refurbished Empress Casino in Joliet earli-
er this month to celebrate her birthday —
because they found a voucher for a free
overnight stay in their mailbox. He put 50
cents into a nickel slot machine, and, on his
second pull, won the $25,130 grand prize.

“After we paid the taxes (more than $9,000)
on it, we came home and paid the back pay-
ments we owed on the house. And with the
little left over, we’ll buy our medications. So,
now, were right back to even,” he said.

So, there are no plans for new cars, vaca-
tions or other extravagances. And moochers
need not come knocking, Cote said.

“We try to get by on my Social Security
and her Disability (Insurance),” he said. “We
didn’t really have the money to leave town,
but we got the room free and the free break-
fast. And I thought I might blow $8 in the
casino. But I didn’t get a chance.”

Cote noted that he and his wife are not gam-
blers. This was their second trip to a casino.

~ Dennis Yohnka

French connection

Many local families

trace roots to

Quebec

By Dennis Yohnka

815- 937 3384

Sure, Ellis Island is the starting
point for the American chapters in

many family histories.

But if your name is Benoit,
LeBeau, Guimond, Langlois, Girard,
Charbonneau or a host of other
names of French origin, chances are
that your ancestors wound up in
this part of the world because of a

Local names still

common in Quebec @ A6

Bertrand’s ancestors and a few other
early French travelers would have been
Le Petit Séminaire de Québec. It ranks
as the oldest North American second-
ary school north of Mexico. It was
founded in 1668 by Bishop Francois
de Montmorency Laval. Until 1763, it

The Daily Journal/Nicholas Holstein
Art Bertrand talks about his French heritage in his Bourbonnais home.

seminary in Quebec, Canada.

Art Bertrand, a member of the
Kankakee Valley Genealogy Club,
spent nearly 30 years tracing 11 gen-
erations of his family, and he stum-
bled onto a potential gold mine of
information when he discovered the
seminary connection.

“The common folks in France (in
the 1600s) couldn’t afford passage,
but it could be arranged through
their local parish,” he said, as he
turned the pages of interpreted doc-
uments in his research.

“In return for that voyage, the
immigrants agreed to work for three
years at the seminary in Quebec,” he
said. “When their three years were up,
they could buy land from the church,
there in Canada, or they could move
some place a little warmer”

According to tourism officials in
Quebec City, the destination for

was more of a residence for the stu-
dents who wished to enter the Grand
Seminaire to become priests.

“I had never heard of French
farmers working for room and
board at this seminary,” said
Richard Seguin, a visitors’ bureau
spokesperson. He noted that the
more common immigration stories
involved the French soldiers who
arrived around 1650. When their
service was complete they would
depart as voyageurs — fur traders
headed for Midwest rivers.

“This was the case for my ances-
tor Frangois Séguin, a soldier who
eventually became a farmer,” he
added. “It was quite often thought
that either farmers or soldiers would
rather become voyageurs. They were
very interested by the fur trade. I
have a funny feeling that many of
them ended up in Illinois.”

DID YOU KNOW? On th|s day in 1944, Pre5|dent Franklin D. Roosevelt announced he would run for an unprecedented fourth term.
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Kankakee family [ &+ -
proud, relieved,
after son completes
fourth combat tour
in Iraq.
Community |
notebook

Safe at home

@ Economy

Clarity on
cap and trade

Bill Kristol, FOX
News commentator,
left, shakes hands
with David
Hinderliter,
President and CEO
of the Kankakee
Regional Chamber
of Commerce on
Tuesday.

The Daily Journal/
Lisa Pesavento

American Clean
Energy and
Security Act

The full text of the bill,
HR 2454, has 553 sections
and can be read at gov-
track.us.

Here are some highlights
gleaned from the official 40-
page summary prepared by
the Congressional Budget
Office.

The essence of the bill

raises the price of tradition-
al fossil fuels, especially coal,
while encouraging the use of
alternative energy like solar
and wind.

The entire idea of “cap
and trade” will allow busi-
nesses and utilities that use
more than their “share” of
fossil fuels to purchase the
right to use coal and oil from
firms that are doing a bet-
ter job of not polluting.

Over time, the amount of
fossil fuel gases, “carbon,”
being emitted into the air,
will gradually be drawn
down, until 80 percent of it
is eliminated by 2050.

In some cases, businesses
may be able to offset the use
of coal or oil by making
other environmental
improvements.

e A new unrestricted free

Whom do you believe?

Estimates on what the bill would mean to the average family vary and estimates on its impact on jobs vary.

e Americans for Prosperity says it will cost the average family of four $2,979 a year from 2012 to 2035.

e The Environmental Protection Agency says it will cost the average family from $80 to $111 a year.

e The Congressional Budget Office says it will cost the average family $175 per household in 2010.

e Americans for Prosperity says the bill will cost as many as 95,000 lllinois jobs by 2011.

e The Natural Resources Defense Council says it will create 69,624 clean-energy jobs in lllinois.

e |llinois can expect a 58 percent increase in gasoline prices and a 90 percent increase in electric prices by

2035, according to Americans for Prosperity.

e The Natural Resources Defense Council estimates the bill will save lllinois consumers $6.94 a month in

electric costs and $9.84 a month at the gas pump.

market would allow busi-
nesses or people to buy, bor-
row or sell pollution permits.

« If the price rises to unex-
pectedly high levels, the fed-

eral government could issue
as many as 2.7 billion addi-
tional pollution permits to
hold down prices.

 Anticipating the rising
prices, there will be a refund-
able energy tax credit and
rebate program for the poor-
est fifth of Americans.

 The “Cash for Clunkers”
program that pays Ameri-
cans to trade in old cars that
get less than 18 miles a gal-
lon would become a perma-
nent benefit.

* An additional $25 bil-
lion would go to automak-
ers to help design and build
new energy-efficient cars.

 Firms would be able to
count environmental
improvements made in
other countries as part of
their compliance.

o It is estimated that com-
panies will pay $1.2 trillion
to buy the pollution permits
over the next 10 years.

e A new federal agency,
the Clean Energy Deploy-
ment Administration, would
be created.

* Penalties for noncompli-
ance will be “as high as $1
million per day under cer-
tain circumstances.”

» Workers who lose their
jobs as a result of business-
es that go under would be
entitled to 156 weeks of
unemployment at 70 per-
cent of their wages.

* The government will take
over standards for all appli-
ances and outdoor lighting.

What Happens Next

Having passed the House, the bill now goes to
the U.S. Senate.

Senate action could be as late as this fall. If it
passes the Senate, the two different versions of the
bill will be reconciled, before going to the president.

Detractors keep their
heads in the sand

The opponents of the cap and trade
energy bill, Rebecca Stanfield said, just
don’t see the global warming as a crisis.

“They are wondering about what might
happen, but science has been telling us about
global warming for a long time,” she said.

Even the average American, she said,
simply does not see it as an immediate
threat. Terrorism seems an immediate
threat. Global warming “sneaks in under
the brain’s radar,” according to a column by
Nicholas Kristof.

Stanfield is the senior energy advocate
for the National Resources Defense Coun-
cil. Based in the Chicago office for the
national group, she travels Illinois, Indiana,
Ohio, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Michigan
and Wisconsin, working with legislators
and utilities on the issues of regulation,
rates and the environment.

In Illinois, particularly, she said, the ini-
tial stages of cap and trade will be gentle.
The bill sets a national goal of generating
20 percent of electrical energy needs by
renewable resources by 2020.

But Illinois, she said, has already passed
a goal of reaching 25 percent of its energy
needs by renewable resources by 2025.

Renewables include solar, wind, biomass
and small project hydroelectric. The
Kankakee River has had a small hydro
project for years, generating electricity for
the city government.

As presently planned, though, she said,
the bill does not push for large-scale
hydroelectric projects (no new Hoover
dams) and does not embrace trash-to-ener-
gy technology, she said.

The ultimate goal is to reduce the
nation’s carbon emissions by 80 percent by
2050.

Three different kinds of new standards
will emerge, she said. Electrical and natural
gas utilities will have to meet new efficien-

cies. Building and lighting codes will
become national instead of local. New
appliance standards will be set by the
Department of Energy, essentially phasing
out many of the appliances you now own.

“It’s already been done with refrigera-
tors,” she said.

Cap and trade, she said, will create jobs
in three ways. There will be the direct
installation of new equipment, such as fur-
naces. There will be a boom in manufac-
turing new appliances, windows and ener-
gy-saving materials. Finally, as
the country spends less on
energy, it can pour money into
other things.

She said the financial impli-
cations of cap and trade for
families will be “obvious, but
not severe.”

“It’s a pittance,” she said.

Illinois policies, too, she said, are already
ahead of the nation. She said ComEd is
one of the better electrical utilities.

Emissions from automobile tailpipes
account for 28 percent of the carbon pollu-
tion. The bill attacks auto emission mostly
by subsidizing the construction of more
fuel-efficient cars. It does not push mass
transportation.

“There was a political calculation,” she sad,
“that the nation needs an auto industry.”

While modern agriculture is energy-
intensive, Stanfield said that agriculture
will benefit in many ways from the bill.
Wind turbines will be a new source of rev-
enue on the farm. Farmers may also be
growing new crops to feed the demand for
biomass energy. Finally, there is the possi-
bility that one version of “offsets” will be
paying farmers to leave fertile fields fallow
for the season.

Stanfield acknowledges that the Third
World will have to make a commitment if
global warming is to be slowed, but the
moral mantle rests with the United States.

“We are the biggest user of energy,” she
said. “While we can’t do it alone, it isn’t
going to happen without our leadership.”

By Phil Angelo

815-937-3382

Just making
ourselves feel better

For Phil Kerpen, the case against the
cap and trade bill is pretty clear-cut.

Even if everything in the bill works, he
said, the net effect on the world’s tem-
perature will be 5/100 of a degree.

He called it “environmental vanity,”
creating a feel-good idea that something
is being done.

Instead, he advocates, the
only real way to improve
the environment is to
unleash the forces of tech-
nological change created by
a free market.

Kerpen is the policy
director for Americans for Prosperity, a
grass-roots pro-free-enterprise group. He
was in Kankakee this week, along with
Gary Baise, an attorney who specializes
in environmental and agricultural issues;
and FOX News commentator Bill Kristol
to present some of the arguments
against the cap and trade bill.

Baise said that of the 177 climate mod-
els available, the framers of the bill
chose the six “most extreme” to base all
their assumptions on.

“This is really a bill to kill off fossil
fuels,” he said. It will become impossible,
he said, to build a new coal-fired plant.

Kerpen believes that many industries,
faced with rising utility costs, will relo-
cate outside the United States.

The full extent of the bill, Baise said,
has yet to be realized. As a new federal
bureaucracy is created, “the Clean Ener-
gy Deployment Administration,” it will
intrude on people’s lives.

Homes and businesses will be told
how much energy to save and will be
labeled with a “scarlet letter” if they fail.
This will, he said, affect people’s home
values and the resale of other buildings.

Even the makers anticipate the eco-

nomic problems that will be created by
building in tremendous three-year unem-
ployment benefits, he said.

Kerpen, who said the bill will ulti-
mately cost 3 million jobs, called it a
“declaration of war on the Midwest.”

“The Heartland of America is going to
pay the price,” he said.

Baise said that one of the consequences
of driving coal out of the market will be
to increase the price of natural gas. The
rising cost of natural gas will particularly
hurt the farm economy, he said.

“At the end of the day, there will ulti-
mately be a limit on what people can
buy and what they can afford to buy,” he
said.

While the idea of electric cars has
merit in some ways, he said, we need to
remember that our country “is a hell of a
lot bigger than those in Europe.”

“We drive many more miles,” he said,
“for a reason.”

Kerpen said that while solar and wind
sound good, “the wind will not always
blow and the sun will not always shine.”

Baise said that tremendous improve-
ment has been made in the environment
over the past generation. The nation no
longer has rivers that catch on fire.

But this bill, he said, was really an
attack on fossil fuels, while not encour-
aging new nuclear plants. It will, he said,
“limit American freedom, while leaving
the question of improving the environ-
ment unanswered.”

Baise said the idea of allowing brokers
to trade in the carbon permits “has them
salivating.”

Both said, too, that the technology is
somehow injecting carbon emissions into
the ground to prevent them from getting
into the air is unproven.

“Pixiedust,” Kerpen said.

U.S. Rep. Debbie Halvorson

explains her “yes” vote @ E3
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Editorial

Trade in the cap

The estimates by the two sides in the “cap-and-trade”
controversy are so disparate that it makes you wonder if
they are discussing the same issue.

The Environmental Protection Agency says it will cost
the average family from $80 to $111 a year. Meanwhile, the
free enterprise-leaning Americans for Prosperity says it
will cost the average family of four $2,979 a year from 2012
to 2035.

Pretty big range — $80 to $3,000.

“Cap and trade,” if you are unfamiliar, is a complex piece
of legislation designed to slowly draw down the amount of
carbon pollution Americans pour into the air.

While it is absolutely necessary to continue to make
progress on the environmental front, this bill is a
Pollyanna approach based on a vast transfer of wealth.

All sorts of statistics on the net
effect miss the point. What will
clearly happen is a radical shift of
money and influence from some
sections and classes of America to
others.

* The first, and perhaps the most
relevant to the good citizens of
agricultural Illinois is to realize
that it is a direct assault on small
American towns. If you have a
rural lifestyle, live in an older
home, and must drive miles to work in a factory, you are
going to be a net loser — most likely a big loser,.

If you live in a big city, in a modern home, don’t own a
car, use mass transportation, or can zip 10 miles to work in
an electric car, you will be a big winner.

* The bill sets up an entirely new federal bureaucracy, the
Clean Energy Deployment Administration. Will this even-
tually be the energy police?

* Sadly, too, the penalties in the bill are draconian. Mild
avoidance, second chances or even failing to know the
rules do not seem to be possibilities. For years, Washington
has winked at defiance of immigration laws. This will have
the opposite tack. With fines of up to $1 million a day, the
government may simply take your business.

* Vast new funds will be deployed to manufacture electric
cars. At the same time, the bill is likely to increase the price
of electricity. It looks like Stalinist five-year planning at its
worst.

* The “unrestricted” nature of trading in pollution
futures, clearly stated in the bill, has got to be troubling for
anyone who watched the Wall Street meltdown. How
much will the permits be worth? No one knows. Clearly,
someone can buy up advance years of pollution. Then
again, the government could quench speculation by dump-
ing the availability of more pollution permits on the mar-
ket.

» The same dichotomy exists about jobs. Proponents
claim jobs will be created. Opponents claim jobs will be
destroyed. Both are likely correct. The key thing is to
remember that we are not talking about the same jobs.
Older, heavy manufacturing is likely to be penalized.
Newer, business parks will be rewarded. Businesses that
are both labor-intensive (lots of people commuting) and
energy-intensivewill be among the biggest losers.

» While being labeled a “security act,” the legislation does
no such thing. There is no incentive to create energy.
There’s no incentive to drill up more oil, no push for
nuclear power, not even a new Tennessee Valley Authority.

Rather than adopt all possible strategies, it is really a
narrow view. More wind and solar and less coal. And far
too much of the bill focuses on the “stick,” the punishment,
rather than the “carrot.” The unspoken essence of this bill
is energy rationing, disguised by layers and layers of obtuse
bureaucratic writing.

It is, as if the nation, ashamed for years of energy excess,
has opted to wear the “hair shirt” of penance.

Good for the soul?

Maybe.

But bad economics.

Our view:

The “cap-and-trade” bill
focuses far too much on
punishing American busi-
ness, workers and con-
sumers, and does far too
little to actually generate
energy. It should be
rejected in its present
form.
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Greenpeace climbers rappel down the face of Mount Rushmore National Memorial in Keystone, S.D.,
Thursday, to unfurl a banner that challenges President Obama to show leadership on global warming.

Safe at home — after 4 tours in Iraq

‘God has taken care of him’

He came home on one holiday and his family
celebrated on another.

Staff Sgt. Charles Sykes Jr., the son of Charles
Sr. and Hazel Sykes of Kankakee, completed his
fourth combat tour of Iraq and landed back in
the United States on Mother’s Day.

And on the Fourth of July, 150 friends, neigh-
bors and members of the Sykes family gathered
at their home on South Myrtle in Kankakee to
thank the soldier, to congratulate him and to
wish him well on his safe return.

It was a rainy, drizzly day, but
the fellowship inside was warm.
A magnificent spread of ribs,
spaghetti, pork and beans and
macaroni salad was tucked inside
the garage.

“We're very proud to have him
home.” mom Hazel said. “We're
proud of the way he helps oth-
ers. He was always a good per-
son to begin with, but the Army
made him a better person.”

Sykes, 29, joined the Army in
2001, the year after graduating
from high school. He had attended Steuben
School in Kankakee’s Riverview neighborhood,
King Middle Grade School, Kankakee Junior
High And Kankakee High School. He transferred
to Brooklyn Park, Minn., though, earning his high
school diploma from there.

Today in the service, he rose to oversee the
maintenance of wheeled vehicles at Tallil Air
Base. He was in charge of maintaining the
Humvees there and also trained Iraqi army per-
sonnel on their use and maintenance.

“They appreciate everything we are doing for
them,” Sykes said of the Iraqis. He’s friendly
enough with the Iraqis that they have taken him
on tours of the Ziggurat of Ur, a more than
4,000-year-old religious pyramid near Nasiriyah.

This was his second tour at Tallil, he said,
where the main threat came from roadside bombs
outside the perimeter. His previous two-yearlong
tours included duty in Baghdad and Tikrit.

“Baghdad was the worst,” he said. “Mortars
every day.

But Sykes is far from discouraged with the
Army. He plans on staying in as a career. His
next assignment will take him to Fort Belvoir,
outside Washington, D.C. That assignment means
at least three additional years before going back
to Iraq, he said.

That will be a relief for his own family, wife

Phil Angelo
SENIOR
EbpITOR
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Staff Sgt. Charles Sykes Jr. is seen with members
of his family. He holds son Soli, and daughter
Isyss is in front. At right are his parents, Hazel

and Charles Sykes Sr. His family on Myrtle
Avenue in Kankakee held a celebration to mark
his safe return from a fourth combat tour in Iraq.

Tuuaina; daughter Isyss, 3; and son Soli, 2. Their
current address is Killeen, Texas, outside Fort
Hood.

The Fourth of July event showered Sykes with
certificates of goodwill, along with the formidable
meal. State Rep. Lisa Dugan, D-Bradley, in atten-
dance, brought a congratulatory resolution from
the Illinois House of Representatives. New mem-
ber of Congress Debbie Halvorson awarded Sykes
a certificate of her own. The City Council of
Kankakee approved a resolution, signed by Mayor
Nina Epstein. A number of friends, together with
veterans’ organizations, gave Sykes a plaque. Jim
and Kathy Ryan, both active with Post 85 of the
American Legion, gave Sykes a gym bag full of
goodies, part of Mom’s Cookies, a goodwill mis-
sion that hopes to send bags to all of the 160
members in Sykes’ unit.

“I was proud he went,” said dad Charles Sr.,
himself a Navy veteran who served on the USS
Boston. Today Charles Sr. is a GNB Battery
retiree.

Charles said he was a worrier, but also a
prayer.

“God has taken care of him,” he said.

937-3876; or write him at 8 Dearborn Sq.,
Kankakee, IL 60901.
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Goodbye to the era of ‘Cannonball Run’

Trading in Burt
Reynolds’ smile for the
hum of the electric car

Having grown up in the Chicago sub-
urbs in the ’50s, I've always been a sort of
“car guy.

I took a semester of auto shop in high
school; I can drive a stick; I can change
oil or spark plug wires. Among my
favorite movies are “Bullitt,”

“American Graffiti,” and

“Thunder Road.” During

most of my life, I have sub- g
scribed to one or another
of the motor magazines,
“Car and Driver,” “Motor /
Trend,” or “Cycle World.” :

sy

In the ’90s, I tried both Dr. Ken
“Easy Rider” and “Perfor- Johnston
mance Bike” (a witty and COLUMNIST

irreverent British motor

cycle rag). Whereas “Easy

Rider” is all about cruising Harleys-club
style to a picnic to eat hot dogs, drink
beer, and stage wet T contests, “Perfor-
mance Bike” is more about testing the top

end of Japanese sport bikes on the King’s
Highways while outrunning the bobbies.

For the past ten years or so I have sub-
scribed to “Car and Driver,” a mag for
guys fantasizing about driving exotic Ital-
ian or uber-engineered German cars. Car
and Driver’s writers turned out auto
industry editorials, car evaluations and
comparisons, and technical articles. When
my latest issue arrived in the mail, I real-
ized that, like the automotive industry, the
automag business has gone upside down.

In the last six months, the old editors
and writers have all gone away. The editor
for 15 years, Csaba Csere (usual Hungari-
an pronunciation) was replaced. Famous
car writer and author Brock Yates left late
last year. Yates played a big part in “The
Cannonball Run,” both the real event and
the Burt Reynolds movie. The new issue
included the farewell column from Patrick
Bedard, a 20-year “Car and Driver” veter-
an.
The New York Times ran a piece about
Csaba, which attracted about 50 Internet
posted comments. I was very surprised
that the prevailing sentiment was “good
riddance to this radical right wing jour-
nalist” T had never thought of car mags
as political, let alone radical.

But of course, in accordance with a pas-
sion for high-performance cars, big dis-
placement V8s, and throaty exhaust tones,
the auto journalists have been defensive
about cars that use gasoline.

They tended to be skeptical that CO2
emissions are causing potentially devastat-
ing climate change, cool to government
ownership of the auto companies, and
unexcited by both expanded public trans-
portation and electric-powered plastic
cars. Automotive writers tend to be old-
line gear heads with a background in
engineering, a stint of working in the
auto industry, and hands-on auto racing
experience before becoming journalists.

In keeping with the new politics, the
“Car and Driver” cover story this month is
a comparison of plug-in electric cars, none
of which is in production. The Chevy Volt
and the Fisker Karma are engineered sim-
ilarly, being electrically driven from a 400-
pound lithium battery and having a small
gas powered generator to extend the 50-
mile battery-powered range.

The Dodge Circuit EV and the Mini E
will be electric only, with a maximum
range on the order of 100 miles. Since the
time to recharge is overnight, these are
two cars that will never leave town. Ever.

The Circuit EV will have a 600-pound
$25,000 lithium ion battery. Electrically
powered vehicles have good performance
around town because, unlike internal
combustion engines, electric motors devel-
op high torque right from zero revolutions
per minute. They are energy-efficient
because they don’t waste gas idling at a
stop light, and regenerative braking sys-
tems recapture some of the rolling energy.

I have often thought that the car I
drive today is not greatly different from
the one my father drove 50 years ago, or
for that matter, my grandfather drove 70
years ago. The larger implication from all
this is that national business fundamen-
tals are really never going to be the same.

The business cycle now has a new
dimension and it looks like a helix. As we
make the turn out of the recessionary low,
we are heading for a place we haven’t
been before. We are spiraling toward the
new time.

Dr. Ken Johnston has been an ENT Sur-
geon in Kankakee since 1976. He has
been on several community boards and
has been involved with clubs and organi-
zations. He has lived in Bourbonnais
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Opposing opinions in their own words

More of the same
will not solve problem
of energy independence

By Debbie Halvorson

Member of Congress

11th District of Illinois

It’s time we get America running on clean
energy. Rising gas prices, utility bills, and
the environmental and national security
consequences of our reliance on foreign oil
are all major reasons our current energy
policy needs to change.

I voted for the recently passed, bipartisan
American Clean Energy and Security act
because this legislation will reduce our
reliance on foreign oil and create jobs. By
investing in clean energy and energy effi-
ciency, our country can lead the world in
innovation and economic
growth.

For anyone who grew up
in the 1970s and stood in
line at the gas station during
the oil crisis, the need to end
our reliance on foreign oil
should hit home. Never
again, we swore, would we
be at the whim of oil dicta-
tors. We said the same thing
in 2008 when gas prices rose
over $4 a gallon.

While I favor an “all of the
above” energy solution that
would include more drilling,
this isn’t enough to keep
Americans from feeling the
fluctuations of oil prices, and
it doesn’t improve the air we
breathe. This legislation will
move our country toward
innovative, clean, renewable
energy produced right here at home.

Under this legislation, polluters have an
incentive to reduce dangerous emissions,
while consumers and energy-intensive
industries will receive offsets in the form of
refunds and allowances to protect jobs. As
your representative, I stood up against my
party’s leadership for further provisions to
protect consumers, manufacturing, and
agriculture.

Consumers are protected from increased
costs under this bill. The estimated cost is
approximately $15 per month per house-
hold, and this figure doesn’t include esti-
mated savings of over $1,000 per household
by 2020 generated by energy efficiency sav-
ings from appliances and other upgrades to
homes. In fact, an estimated 41,000 house-
holds in the 11th District will see lower costs
than they do today due to consumer pro-
tection provisions in this legislation, which
are based on income levels.

American manufacturing is also protect-
ed under this legislation. Energy-intensive
and trade-exposed industries are not cov-
ered until 2014, and then are given free

Uu. S.
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Representative
Debbie Halvorson

Consumers are protected from

increased costs under this bill.
Halvorson

allowances to prevent price spikes. There
will be an increased demand for items like
wind turbines, which take 250 tons of steel
and 8,000 parts to manufacture. We've also
done this before. The 1990 Clean Air Act
used a similar emissions limiting program
to successfully curb acid rain, and the 1990s
saw economic growth and an increase in
manufacturing jobs. Furthermore, the bill
is deficit neutral and doesn’t increase our
debt.

Farmers are not under an
emissions cap and many will
have the opportunity to ben-
efit under this bill. Rural
communities will be able to
generate new income
through emissions reduction
programs and an enhanced
role for biofuels.

To further evaluate this
legislation, I spoke with con-
stituents and businesses
throughout the district. I
held energy roundtables and
visited wind farms, a biofu-
els facility, a nuclear facility
and a hydro electric facility
to see first hand the progress
the 11th District has made in
alternative energy. I also met
with several higher educa-
tion institutions across the
district that have new pro-
grams to train workers for
the next generation of clean energy jobs.
Also, 72 percent of electricity produced in
the 11th is clean, nuclear power.

It’s clear — the innovative people of the
11th District have done much to prepare us
to run on clean energy, and now it’s time
for Washington and the rest of the country
to follow our lead.

Support for this legislation was not unan-
imous, but it was bipartisan and strong.
We're simply not going to reduce our
reliance on foreign oil and create clean-
energy jobs by following a “more of the
same” approach that has led us where we
are today. We must have the courage to lead.
For these reasons I voted for this bill, and
although it’s not perfect, it stands to get
America running on clean energy and cre-
ate the types of jobs that lead to economic
growth and position America as the world’s
leader in clean energy innovation.

You may call Halvorson at (202)
225.3635, write to 1541 Longworth HOB,
Washington DC 20515, or wvisit
halvorson.house.gov to sign up for her
newsletter.

A hidden energy tax that will

¢ Squ‘

ocket’ prices,

Obamas said in campaign

By Phil Kerpen
Policy Director

Americans for Prosperity

Washington wants to hand Illinois a huge
new tax bill. The “cap-and-trade” scheme
at the core of the energy tax bill recently
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives
would have an enormous negative impact
on the state. Some studies show Illinois
could lose as many as 150,000 jobs.

U. S. Representative Debbie Halvorson
voted for this bill, but for the sake of their
state, Sens. Roland Burris and Dick Durbin
need to vote no.

The cap-and-trade scheme is a huge new
tax in disguise — a tax on energy that will
drive up the price of nearly everything in
the country. Take President

of auctioned, but the cost of cutting emis-
sions and the resulting effect on energy
prices will be the same no matter how the
permits are delivered.”

That’s why Exelon supports the bill,
because they stand to make a fortune from
it. CEO John Rowe estimates that for every
$10 increase in the price of cap-and-trade
permits, Exelon’s annual revenues will
increase by $750 million. He apparently
believes, correctly, that they will be able to
raise their rates considerably.

That means you pay more. A lot more.
Not just for electricity. Same thing for gaso-
line, diesel, anhydrous ammonia, and lots
of other things.

The National Association of Manufactur-
ers estimated the impact of a similar ver-

Obama’s own word for it. He
told the San Francisco
Chronicle last year: “Under
my plan of a cap-and-trade
system, electricity rates
would necessarily skyrocket.”

His plan to auction off
allowances for the use of fos-
sil fuels is essentially an
energy tax where nobody
knows the tax rate in
advance. Companies bid
against each other at a gov-
ernment-run auction, and
the company that loses gets
shut down by the EPA — so
it’s high-stakes.

Unfortunately, this idea
went from bad to worse in
the House. Instead of auc-
tioning the permits, most of
them will be given away based on political
considerations — that’s how they got
enough votes to squeak the bill through on
a 219-212 vote.

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) candidly
explained how this works:

“There’s so much revenue that comes in
from a cap-and-trade system that you can
really go to a person in a congressional dis-
trict and get enough votes there by saying,
‘What do you need? What do you want?’
You can really help them.”

All those permits — worth billions —
being given away for free are good news for
the corporations that will get the windfall,
but they do nothing to soften the blow of
higher energy prices for consumers. As
environmental economists Kristen Sheeran
and James Barrett have explained, it’s like
buying World Series tickets from a scalper,
who doesn’t charge you any less if he found
them on the ground. They explained:

“Of course, the scalper would much rather
get his tickets for free — and that’s precise-
ly the point. Polluters are financially much
better off if permits are given away instead

The Daily Journal/Lisa Pesavento

From left, Phil Kerpen, director of policy of Americans
For Prosperity; Gary Baise, an agricultural attorney
from Washington, D.C.; Ron Gidwitz, chairman of the
Illinois Coalition for Jobs Growth and Prosperity; and
Bill Kristol, a FOX News television commentator, make
up a panel of noted guest speakers at the Kankakee
Regional Chamber of Commerce rally Tuesday evening at
the Space Center in Kankakee.

sion of the scheme last year. They found
that Illinois could lose 156,917 jobs by 2030,
and annual household disposable income
would decline by an astonishing $8,434
during the same period, a result of strug-
gling to pay Obama’s “necessarily skyrock-
eting” prices.

And what do we gain environmentally?
Basically, nothing. Cap and trade failed to
reduce emissions in Europe. And even if
emissions targets were met, climate models
show the reductions would have no
detectable impact on global temperatures.

In fact, it could very well increase emis-
sions. Even the Environmental Protection
Agency has warned that cap and trade “can
cause domestic production, which embod-
ies the greenhouse gas allowance price, to
shift abroad, which would thus result in an
increase in greenhouse gas emissions.”

Mr. Kerpen ts director of policy at Amer-
icans for Prosperity, a national grassroots
organization dedicated to educating and
training citizens to be advocates for limited
He can be

@ Political humor

mmm—— ) U

UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTS!

" Plan your life around em!”

Me. EpucATion

!

0.5 STUENTE EANK ZHth

Horessionn,

>T K@)
“Mhe tevm
T,
or A

\_hot nice!”

¥

; ."

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

MARK BEGING AN
ON-AIR APPEAL.

INEED

E I;E'v By
s T

ZIPPER AUDITS THE
REAL WORLD.

REVEREND SLOAN'S
iPHONE EPIPHANY.

SORRY,
NO JOBS.

OH, MY GOP...
INTELLIGENT
PESIGN! © °©

ELMONT MENTORS THE
NEW HOMELESS.

ZONKER MENTORS
A DAHLIA.

OINWPE WALDPEN ADMISSIONS.
HE'S AN IDIOT,  HE'S 1

AND THIS GRATE
\ /7 MINE, CAPICHE?

BUTINEED ~INT —
A KICKER /&

() THE GoP FINDS ITS

VOICE, AGAIN.

/AR o

OHMIGOPD,
STIG! BEST
LICK. EVER.

"DEAR MIKE:
> WILL PAPERS

s ? CUT COLOR?"

- el P

THE MISSION? IT
1S WHAT IT IS.

D) JeFFs vERY BAD DAY.

WHAT EX-
PLOSION?

3 L
7,

<
= >

ZONKER MENTORS A
PAHLIA. (RERUNS)

Now 1\ - BLOOM!
| WHAT? S

-

/

LINIVERSAL PHESS SYNDICATE € 2008 G 8. Trudeau

(D) RICK COMES TO TERMS (@) JOANIE COMES TO 1) THE WIPOW D CRIES CIRCLE YOUR
—r WITH BLOGGING. TERMS WITH RICK. OUT FOR ATTENTION. FAVORITES
"ABOUT TO 5 —Z= e ' Now 50 You
SNEEZE. ; o
THOUGHTS?"
R AP
g TAP! Tapr



mailto:pangelo@daily-journal.com
/shared-content/e-edition/jump.php?page=E3&date=2009-07-11&pub=
http://www.philkerpen.com

	Cover_KDJ.pdf
	E2
	KDJ_Ed3
	E4

